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GREETING BY THE CHAIR
OF THE BYZANTINIST SOCIETY OF CYPRUS

It is with great pleasure that I extend a cordial welcome to all researchers, students and
other participants attending the Fifth International Conference on Byzantine and Medieval
Studies (CBMS), hosted by the Byzantinist Society of Cyprus (BSC) in Nicosia. We are hon-
oured to bring together a community of renowned and young promising scholars dedicated
to promoting the study of Byzantine, Medieval and Ottoman history, archaeology, art and
literature, all bound by a common enthusiasm for this rich and profound heritage.

Since its establishment in 2013, the BSC has remained committed to advancing Byzan-
tine and Medieval Studies and foster scholarly exchange both locally and globally. Our So-
ciety serves as a vibrant platform for the dissemination of research, the nurturing of emerg-
ing scholars and the strengthening of research networks. The BSC Conference series stands
as the flagship event of the Society, providing a dynamic forum for presenting new research,
stimulating dialogue and cultivating interdisciplinary collaboration. Over the past eight
years, these conferences have established Cyprus as a hub for Byzantine and Medieval Stud-
ies in the Eastern Mediterranean.

This year, we are privileged to host Béatrice Caseau, Professor of Byzantine History at
Université de Paris-Sorbonne, as our keynote speaker. Her distinguished contributions to
Byzantine Studies offer invaluable insights that will undoubtedly enrich our scholarly dis-
cussions. We are equally privileged to have Demetrios Michaelides, Professor Emeritus of
the University of Cyprus and founding member of the Cyprus Academy of Sciences, Let-
ters and Arts, serve as our Conference Honorary President. His enduring commitment and
leadership in the field inspire us all and underscore the Conference’s academic significance.

I extend my heartfelt thanks to the members of the Scientific and Organising Commit-
tee, namely Christina Kakkoura, Athanasios Koutoupas, Rania Michail, Nikolas Bakirtzis,
Doria Nicolaou, Maria Parani, Christodoulos Hadjichristodoulou and Fryni Hadjichristo-
fi, whose dedication and efforts have been essential to the planning and realisation of this
event.

We are deeply grateful to our generous supporters and sponsors, whose invaluable con-
tributions enable this Conference to flourish. We acknowledge with appreciation the Com-
mission for Byzantine Archaeology of the International Association of Byzantine Studies,
the Deputy Ministry of Tourism and the Deputy Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Cy-
prus, the University of Cyprus, the Embassy of France in Cyprus (Institut frangais de Chy-
pre), the Holy Church of Panagia Phaneromeni in Nicosia, the Archbishop Makarios III
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Foundation, the Association of Cypriot Archaeologists, the Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foun-
dation, the Holy Bishopric of Kition (churches of Panagia Aggeloktisti and Agia Marina &
Agios Nektarios Tersefanou) and the Kyperounda Winery for their unwavering support. Fi-
nally, the Municipality of Nicosia for hosting us at their welcoming Municipal Multipur-
pose Centre. Our deepest gratefulness also goes to our Communication Sponsor, the Cy-
prus Broadcasting Corporation (CyBC).

It is my sincere hope that the Fifth CBMS will inspire fruitful exchanges, foster new col-
laborations and deepen our collective understanding of the Byzantine and Medieval worlds.
May your time in Cyprus be both academically rewarding and personally satistying.

Athanasios K. Vionis
University of Cyprus
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XAIPETIZEMOZX TOY ITPOEAPOY
THX BYZANTINOAOTITKHZX ETAIPEIAY KYIIPOY

Me peydhn xapd kalwoopilw Beppd OAeg TG epeLVITPLEG KAl OAOVG TOVG EPEVVNTEG,
QOLTNTPLEG KAl POLTNTEG Kat AOLTOVG cuppeTéxovTeg oto ITépumto AteBvég Zuvédpio Bulavri-
vav kat Meoatwvikov Znovdwv (EBMZY), to onoio Stopyavavet i Bulavtivoloyikr Etat-
peia Kompov (BEK) otn Agvkwoia. Aotelei EexwpLoTn TIpn yia Hag n mapovoia eyKekpiué-
VOV Kol VEWV VTTOGXOUEVWY EPEVVITPLAY KAL EPEVVITAYV TTOV APLEPWVOVTAL GTNYV TTpowOnamn
™G perétng g Pulavtvig, pecatwviknig kat 0wpavikng oTopiag, apxatoloyiag, TEXVNG
Kat AoyoTexviag, mov cuvdéovTtal fe TO YVIOLo eVELAQEPOV TOVG Yla QUTAHY TNV TAOVGLA
KAnpovoutd.

Amé v idpvon g To 2013, n BEK napapével mpooniwpévn otny npowdnon twv Bu-
{avTvev kat Meoaiwvikwv Zmovddv Kat 6TnV evioXuon Tov emoTnUovikol Stahdyov To-
00 o¢ ToTkd 600 kat ot SieBvég eminedo. H Etaipeia Aettovpyel wg éva {wvtavo péco Ot-
dYVONG TNG EMOTNUOVIKAG £PELVAG, TNG TPOWONONG VEWV EMOTHHOVWV Kal TNG EVIOXVOTG
gpevvnTIKwV SiktVwv. H oetpd ovvedpiwv g BEK anotelei tnv kopugaia Stopydvwor tng
Etaipeiog, mapéxovtag £va Suvapkd @OpovL yla TNV TApovsiaoT| VEWY EPELVWY, TNV KAA-
Aigpyeta Tov Staldyou kat TG SLemoTnUovIKnG cuvepyaciag. Ta TedevTaia okTw Xpovia, Ta
Sebvy ouvédpia g BEK éxovv kabiepwaoet tny Kompo wg kévrpo Bulavtivov kat Meoat-
wVIKWV Zmovdwv oty Avatolikny Meooyeto.

détog, €xovpe TNV Tiun va gho&evovpe tnv Béatrice Caseau, kaOnyftpia Bulavtivig
Iotopiag oto Université de Paris-Sorbonne, wg kvpta opthtpia tov Zvvedpiov pag. Ta St-
AKEKPLHEVA TTOVIHATA TG 0ToV KAAS0o Twv Bulavtivwv Znovdwv mpocpépouvy moADTIuES
YVWoeL ot omtoieg avapgifola Ba egmAovticovy Ti§ EMOTNUOVIKES pag oL(THOELS OTO TTaL-
pov Zuvédpro. Exovpe emiong tnv Tipn va mpoedpebel ETog Tov Zuvedpiov pog o AnpiTplog
MixanAidng, Opotipog Kabnyntnig tov Iavemotnpiov Kompov kat i§putikd pérog g Ko-
nplaxng Akadnuiag Emotnuov, Ipappdtwy kat Texvaov. H SteBvig epPéleta tov €pyov tov
Kat 1) NYETIKn Tov 0¢om oe SlagopeTikd yvwoTikd media pudg epmvéovy OAovg Kat Tovilovv
v akadnpaikr onpacia tov Zvvedpiov.

Exgpalw Tig Beppég evxaplotieg pov ota puéhn g Emotnpoviknig kot OpyavwTikrg
Emtpomig, Xpiotiva Kdkkovpa, ABavdoto Kovtovnd, Pavia Mixan), Nikoda Mnakiptln,
Ntopra Nikoldov, Mapia ITapavr, Xptotddovlo Xatinxptotodovlov kat pdvn Xatlnyxpt-
oTOQ1, TWV OTOLWV 1) APOTiWoT Kal oL TPOooTAdeLEg ITAV OVOLAOTIKEG YLt TO OXESLATUO Kol
v vAomoinomn Tov Zvvedpiov pag.
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Eipoaote fabid evyvidoves 0TOUG VTOOTHPIKTEG KAt YEVVALOSwPOLG XOP1yoUs LG, TWV
oTolWV 1 TTOAVTIN CUVELOPOPA EMETPEYE TNV DAOTIOINOT) TOL TTapdVToG Zuvedpiov. Ekppd-
{ovpe TV ektipnomn pag mpog tnv Emtponn Bulavtiviig Apxatoloyiag tng AeBvoig Evw-
ong Bulavtivav Enovdwv, to Yeumovpyeio Tovptopod kat to Yeumovpyeio IToAitiopov g
Kumpraxng Anpokpartiag, to Havemotro Konpov, v IpeoPeia g TadAiag otn Aev-
kwoia (Institut frangais de Chypre), Tov Iepo Nao ITavayiag @avepwpévng Aevkwaoiag, To
T8pvpa Apyemiokonov Makapiov I'', tov Zvvdeopo Kumpiwv Apxatoddywy, to ITohtiott-
k6 Tépupa Tpamélng Kompov, v Iepd Mntpémohn Kitiov (vaot Iavayiog AyyeAoktiotng
kat Ayiag Mapivag & Ayiov Nextapiov Tepoepdavov) kat To Owomoteio Kvmepodvtag yia
v adiéewntn voothpi&r| Tovg. Evxapiotobpe emiong to Afpo Agvkwaoiog yia tn gthofe-
via Tov Zvvedpiov pag oto ITohvdvvapo Anpotikd Kévipo Aevkwoiag. Téhog, Oepuég evya-
pLotieg anevBuvovpe oto Xopnyo Enkowvwviag Tov Zvvedpiov pag, To Padtogwviko Topu-
pa Kompov (PIK).

EAniw ethikptvd OTt to ITépmto ZBMX Oa epmveboet yovipo emotnpovikd Siahoyo, Ba
npowdnoet véeg ovvepyaoieg kat Ba epuPabuvel Ty kowr| pag katavonon tov Fulavtivod
Kat peoatwvikov koopov. Edyopat n mapapovr oag atnv Kompo va eival akadnuaikd kot
TPOCWTILKA AtOSOTIKT.

ABavaoiog K. Biwvng
Havemotiuio Kompov
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MARBLE FITTINGS AND ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS
FROM CAPE DREPANON

Demetrios Michaelides

Cyprus Academy of Sciences, Letters and Arts
University of Cyprus Professor Emeritus

The 1952-1955 investigation of the three 6th-century basilicas at Ayios Yeoryios of Pey-
ia, by the Department of Antiquities, brought to light a large number of marble items that
have remained largely unknown. With the exception of an outstanding ambo and a couple
of capitals, the rest of the material has remained unstudied and unpublished. This includes
small-size capitals, fragmentary chancel screens and offering tables (both rectangular and
sigma-shaped), several basins, a small reliquary, and other, less easily identifiable fittings.
Most of these are made of at-the-time ubiquitous Proconnesian marble, however there are
several items made of more exotic marbles.

The paper attempts to present as many as possible of these objects, and highlight, once
again, the somewhat surprising importance of this isolated site on Cape Drepanon on the
western coast of Cyprus.
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WHO WAS ALLOWED TO SING IN BYZANTINE CHURCHES?

Béatrice Caseau

Université de Paris-Sorbonne

During the 4th century, as the number of clerics grew in large churches, cantors ap-
peared among members of the clergy. The council of Laodicea forbids anyone but cantors to
sing from the ambo and restricts improvisation in singing. What was the place of congrega-
tions in singing during liturgies? What was the place of women? During the 12th century,
Balsamon’s comments on canon law also points to another development in singing, which
irks him: the presence of eunuchs among cantors. This communication focuses on canoni-
cal restrictions to singing inside Byzantine churches.
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READING SOCIETY THROUGH IMMURED PLATES:
THE EXAMPLE OF POST-BYZANTINE CHURCHES FROM
NORTH KYNOURIA, EASTERN PELOPONNESE

Smaragdi Arvaniti
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

This paper examines the presence and significance of immured ceramic plates (bacini)
in the architecture of post-Byzantine churches in North Kynouria. Often dismissed as dec-
orative, these embedded ceramics serve as silent witnesses to the social, cultural and artistic
contexts in which they were created and used.

The Church of Christ the Saviour at Loukou Monastery in Astros (early 17th century)
stands as the oldest and most influential example, serving as a prototype for later church-
es in the region. These include the katholikon of the Palaio-Panagia and Orthokosta Mon-
asteries, and Saint Nikolaos Kontolinas—where predominantly Ottoman to early modern
pottery is observed.

Focusing on structures from the 17th to 19th centuries, the study explores the stylis-
tic features, motifs, materials and positioning of the plates, emphasising their symbolic and
communicative roles. Strategically located along historical trade routes and communica-
tion, these churches occupy transitional zones, making the plates potential markers of iden-
tity, hospitality or spiritual protection.

By situating these examples within the broader framework of post-Byzantine material
culture and ecclesiastical architecture, the paper argues that these ceramics are more than
embellishments—they are micro-histories. They reflect devotional practices, local agency
and socio-economic conditions of their time.

Ultimately, the study proposes a re-evaluation of immured plates as key cultural arte-
facts. Through the case of North Kynouria, it demonstrates how minor architectural ele-
ments can yield significant historical and anthropological insights.

19



THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF THE MADABA MAP

Jacob Ashkenazi
Kinneret College on the Sea of Galilee

This chapter examines the 6th-century Madaba Map mosaic beyond its conventional in-
terpretation as a religious artifact, revealing how it encodes complex social, economic and
political dimensions of Late Antique society. While traditionally viewed as a representation
of sacred geography and pilgrimage sites, the map inadvertently preserves evidence of what
might be called the “Lay Land” coexisting with the “Holy Land”

By “reading against the grain” of the map’s intended religious purpose, we gain insights
into how imperial administration, ecclesiastical hierarchy, monastic communities and local
elites simultaneously shaped both the physical landscape and its representation. The map’s
urban vignettes depicting cities like Jerusalem, Gaza and Neapolis reveal the persistence of
classical urban forms —theatres, colonnaded streets and bathhouses— showcasing the con-
tinuing importance of Roman design principles and civic identity alongside Christian in-
stitutions.

Theoretical frameworks from Lefebvre’s production of space, Bourdieu’s field theory and
Anderson’s imagined communities help analyse how the map both reflects and constructs
social reality. The map encodes systems of power and legitimacy through its spatial organi-
sation, revealing Palestine as a competitive arena where various social actors vied for influ-
ence over both physical space and symbolic meaning.

The map’s depiction of economic activities —agricultural specialisation, trade routes and
industrial sites— illuminates how productive landscapes underpinned both sacred and sec-
ular realms. Monasteries appear not as isolated enclaves but as nodes within networks of ex-
change and communication, mediating between urban and rural worlds while participating
in regional economies. Local elites emerge as crucial actors whose patronage of religious in-
stitutions blurred boundaries between sacred and secular authority.

Social dynamics are further revealed through the map’s representation of transportation
networks, settlement patterns and specialised agricultural zones, all reflecting the complex
organisation of Late Antique society. The contrast between Jerusalem’s predominantly sa-
cred portrayal and the more secular character of other cities encodes the ongoing negotia-
tion between centralised ecclesiastical authority and distributed local elite power.

Comparative analysis with contemporary textual accounts and visual representations
highlights the map’s unique contribution to understanding this period. Its visual synthesis
of sacred and secular elements within a unified cartographic framework provides unparal-
leled insight into how these dimensions coexisted and interacted within the landscape.

This approach challenges traditional interpretations that treat the Madaba Map primari-
ly as a pilgrim’s guide or theological statement. Instead, it reveals the map as a complex text
that inadvertently documents the multivalent reality of Late Antique Palestine —a society
where the “Holy Land” and “Lay Land” were not separate spheres, but interconnected di-
mensions shaped by various competing and cooperating forces operating within complex
social, economic and cultural contexts.
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TO METOXI TOY ATIOY I'EQPI'TOY KAI H EOEXTIA EIKONA:
IXNH MONAXTHPIAKHX ITAPOYZXIAX XTHN APIIEPA

Bdoog¢ Baoileiov
Ynovpyeio ITaudeiag, ABAnTIopod kot Neolaiag Kompov

H mapovoa epyacia Stepevva ) pakpaiwvn oxEon Tng LOVACTNPLAKAG (wng pe Tnv
neploxn g Apmepag, e0Tid{ovtag oto petoxt Tov Ayiov Fewpyiov —éva amod ta Ayotepo
YVWOTd, aAA& 10TopKaG onpavTikd eaptiuata g Movig Zravpofovviov— kat oTny
epéoTia elkOva Tov ayiov mov Staowletat ¢wg ofjpepa. Méoa and Siaxpovikn avalvon
TNYWV, TPWTOYEVAV TeKUNPiwy, 0OWHAVIKOV amoypa@wy Kat apXetakod VAIKOU, kabwg
KAl anmd emTONnaA KATAYPAPT] HVNUEIWY KAl TPOPOPIKWV UAPTUPLDY, OTOKAAVTITETAL 1)
TIVEVHATIKT), KOLV@VIKT Kol OWKOVOWUIKN Aettovpyia Tov petoyiov and tn Ppaykokpartia
péxpt kat Tov 190 atwva.

ISwaitepn épugaon didetat atov pdAo tov dpayovpdvov Xplotoeakn Kwvotavtn, o omoiog
Katd tov 180 awwva avadeiyOnke oe faciko mapdyovta TnG avacTHAWONG Kol TVEVHATIKAG
avayévvnong Tov vaol, oe cuvepyacia pe Tov nyovpevo e Movrg ZtavpoPouviov
KoAAiviko. H epyacia texpnpiovet tn Babbtepn odvdeon tov vaod pe 1o vOpodotiko
ovotnpa g Adpvakag (¢pyo tov Apmod Mmnekip ITaocd, 1747), kal emaveppnvevet Tnv
Apmepa Ot HOVO WG aypOTIKO TOTO AAAA KAl WG TTVEVHATIKO OTHELD AvaPOpAg.

H pelétn evromilel g pileg Tov petoxiov ndn and t Bevetwkn mepiodo, péow twv
peovdapyikwy ktnoewv Twv IodokdBapwy, kat egetdlel v opal petdPaot) Tovg ot
HOVAOTNPLAKT] KUPLOTNTA. ZNUAVTLKA LOTOPIKA KAl XAPTOYPAPLKA TEKUNPLA, OTIWG OL XAPTEG
Tov Ortelius (1573), tov Leonida Attar (1542) xat tov Alexander Drummond (1754),
emPePatwvovy tn otabepr] Tapovoia TOL OIKIGHOV Kat TN ONHacia TOV WG LOATIVOL Kat
otkovoptkov kopPov. ISwaitepn ovuPoAn g epyaciag amotelel n xpron obwpavikwv
eyypagwv tov 18ov kat 190ov awwva (m.y. Temettuat kaw Vakif Defterleri), ta omoia
avadelkvoouv Ty VTapén BAKOLEIKWOVY KTHATWY, VEPOLVAWY Kat DSPAVAKDOV £PpYWV GTNV
Apmepa, kaBibg kat Ty éppeon avagopd ot Moviy tov Ayiov Tewpyiov.

H epyaocia dapbpwvetar oe téooeptg evotntes: (1) Tn YEWLOTOPIKN TOVTOTHTA TG
Apmepag xat Tov poho twv [Todokdabapwyv- (2) Tnv emavadpaotnplonoinon Tng mePLOXNS
o Y ayida g Movrg ZtavpoPouviov: (3) TNV KOWVWVIKOOLKOVOUIKN AElTovpyia TOv
petoyiov kata v OBwpavikr mepiodo- kat (4) v avadel&n TG ePE0TIAG EIKOVAG TOV
Ayiov Tewpyiov wg tekpnpiov pvriung kat cuvéxetag. H Apmepa, tehikd, mpooeyyiletat wg
«Alvav» NG KuTpLakng vaifpov, wg évag Tomog 6mov «ToAAd daTa» Sev onpavay povo
Quotkr| agBovia, aAld kat Tvevpatikr {woydvnon.

Méoa amod TV LOTOPLKT) AVACDOTACT) KAl EPUNVELR TWV TIYWY, 0 Vadg Tov Ayiov [ewpyiov
avadetkvoeTal o€ oVUBOAO [Lag TOTUKAG LOTOpPIAG IOV VIePPaivel TN CLWT TWV EPELTWY,
KOl 0€ pVNPeio oG TioTng Tov emBLOVEL akOn Kat péoa amo tn Anon.
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BYZANTINEX ITAPAOPAXEIY QY AYOYITAPKTA KEIMENA:
H ITEPITIITQXH TOY KQAIKA AMBROSIANUS Q 77 SUP.
(MARTINI-BASSI 683) (11°* AlL)

Tewpylog Tovoyovpuwtng

[Mavemotrpo Iatpav / Aptototédeto Iavemotripio @eooalovikng

Ta mompata tov Ipnyopiov Naliavinvov étvxav peydAng diddoong oto Bulavtio.
Koateixav pa optopévn 0éon oto medio g oxohkng ekmaidevong, Samiotwon mov
HapTupeitat and v vnapén tecodpwv oxolkwv Aefikwv ota mowpata tov Ogoldyov
Kat ToAvaplBuwy meCwv mapa@pdoewy. Xt Xelpdypagn mapddoon Twv TapappAcEwV
ot mapagpaocels mapadidovrar katd kavova poall pe ta apxkd Keipeva, kat T0 VAKO
dataooetatl cuvBwg oe V0 0TNAEG, ek TWV omolwV 1 pia avTioTolel 0To moinua Kat N
Sevtepn otV Mapdpact} Tov. MO Té00epig KWikeG 0OV ATOKAELTTIKA TTAPAPPATELS
TWV TOMUATOY Tov @eoAdyov, Kat OXt Kat Ta apxika Keipeva. Xapaktnptotikd Oeiypa
AUTHG TNG TPAKTIKNG ouVIoTd 0 kwdikag Ambrosianus Q 77 sup. (11og at.). To ev Aoyw
XeLpOypago amotelel TOV apxatotepo papTupa Tng mapadoong tne Iapagpaong I', ) onoia
evioTe eMeKTEIVEL TO VONUA TOV APXIKOV KELHEVOVL Kal 0t AANEG TEPIMTWOELG TAPAHEVEL
TPOOKOAANWEVN o€ i Aé€n mtpog AéEn anddoar| Tov.

H avakoivwon pag 0¢Tel 610 eMikeVTPO TOV GLYKEKPLUEVO KOSIKA, GLINTOVTAG LA TTPWTT
QOopa Ta TEPLEXOpEVA Kat Ta I8LaiTEPA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA TOV. Zvykekpiuéva, Oa eEetaotovy
oL anod800elG eMiEPOVG TopdTwy Tov apadidovrat and To apfpociavod Xelpoypago, Le
oKoTo va Stepevviioovpe mbava oTolXEla TNG TAVTOTNTAG TOL TTAPAPPACTH), TOV OKOTIO
00VOEOT|C AVTOVY TWV KEWEVWY KAl TO EVOEXOHEVO AVAYVWOTIKO KOLVO TOV KOSIKa. AKOWN,
avtimapapdAlovtag anoddoelg mov cwlovtat oTov apfpootavd KwdiKa [e epunveieg Tng
Iapagpaons A yia ta idta mompata, Oa emxelpricovpe va egakpipwoovpe katd 16O 1
IMapdagpaon I, dnwg napadidetat and tov Ambrosianus Q 77 sup., Oa pnopovoe va ovvSedel
{LE TIG avaykeg TG oxoAkng aibovoag.
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AN EARLY BYZANTINE CHURCH AT PROTARAS-
PANAYIOTISSA: A PRELIMINARY REVIEW

Polina Christofi
Department of Antiquities, Cyprus

The remains of an Early Byzantine basilica were found during earthworks conducted
in the chapel of Panayia-Panayiotissa in 2019. After the important discovery of a Hellenis-
tic inscribed stele, a rescue excavation by the Department of Antiquities, led by the speak-
er, was launched revealing a rich archaeological site dating to the Early Byzantine and the
Medieval periods.

Panayia church is located in the locality of Protaras of the Paralimni Municipality, with-
in the district of Famagusta. The site is positioned on a rocky plateau at the top of the hill
overlooking a small promontory called Moutti tis Xistarias at the east. It is situated in a hol-
low between two rivers and next to the church, a natural spring (Mana tou Nerou) has been
providing water to the local community for centuries. Ruins of a Venetian aqueduct are still
visible today in the church’s periphery. It is about 7,2 kilometres northwest of Cavo Greco
and 25 kilometres southeast of Salamis.

North of the standing church, the north and central aisles of a basilica of the 6th-7th cen-
tury CE were unearthed. The south aisle and the sanctuary of the three-aisled tile-roofed ba-
silica have been lost due to modern construction development in the area. The surviving di-
mensions of the religious monument, including the narthex and the solea leading to a raised
pulpit, are 9,5 metres in width and 16,60 metres in length. The existence of column bases,
still in situ, as well as fragments of limestone columns still visible in the area point to the fact
that the three aisles were divided by colonnades. Judging from a vast number of marble and
gypsum findings, some features of the original church must have been decorated with opus
sectile and gypsum moldings following the trends of the 6th-7th century.

The church, after a long period of abandonment, seems to have been reconstructed in
the 15th century in the location of the standing church and to have also served a funerary
use. Twenty-two interments have been excavated at the church, dating from the late 15th-
17th century, providing an insight into the burial customs and the living conditions of the
local population.
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TRADE BETWEEN LUSIGNAN CYPRUS AND MAMLUK EGYPT
UNDER KING HENRY II (1285-1324):
THE IMPACT OF THE PAPAL EMBARGO

Nicholas Coureas

Flinders University

In this paper, I examine the promulgation of papal prohibitions on the trade in strate-
gic materials with the Muslims and especially the Mamluks during the period under discus-
sion, together with the prohibitions decreed by the Latin Church in Cyprus. The measures
proposed and implemented by King Henry II to stop such trade, their effectiveness, wheth-
er he and his officials were selective in applying the prohibitions and, if so, the reasons be-
hind this are discussed. The subterfuges employed by merchants in Cyprus to circumvent
the papal prohibitions, the clerical punishments violators of the papal embargo underwent,
whether this involved monetary fines or serving on board galleys of the military Orders are
described and explained.

How Cyprus’s geographical proximity to Egypt and Syria and the lucrative nature of the
trade encouraged its continuation despite papal sanctions is analysed. In addition, mention
is made of the nationalities or ethnicities of the merchants involved, the merchandise trans-
ported in instances where it is recorded and of the effect this illegal trade had within the
Mamluk sultanate. Also examined are examples of papal correspondence and of crusading
treatises that mention Cyprus as a haven for “bad Christians” violating the papal embargo,
despite the assertions of King Henry II and his ambassadors to the papal court of their ef-
forts to stop the illegal trade. Whether the efforts of the king and his officials succeeded and
to what extent are also discussed. Finally, the political changes taking place in the Near East,
the Aegean area and in Western Europe at the end of King Hnery’s reign and how they im-
pacted on trade between Cyprus and the Mamluk lands are examined.
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WEST AREA OF SAMOS ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT:
PRELIMINARY PRESENTATION OF TOPOGRAPHIC
AND CERAMIC EVIDENCE OF THE LATE ANTIQUE

AND BYZANTINE PERIOD

Georgia Delli
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

The West Area of Samos Archaeological Project (WASAP) is an interdisciplinary archae-
ological initiative that aims to document and interpret the topography and material remains
of western Samos during the archaic period. The Late Antique and Byzantine periods were
also incorporated into the project’s scope, as a substantial proportion of the ceramic finds
corresponded to these phases. The Byzantine segment of the research seeks to illuminate
the transition from the late Roman world to the Middle Byzantine one, examining changes,
settlement patterns, and economic activity across this region of the island. The initial phase
of the project included surface surveys, systematic mapping and georeferencing of archae-
ological indications, as well as the organized collection of pottery. Particular emphasis was
placed on the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for the recording, visualiza-
tion and analysis of spatial data, enabling the detailed mapping of the distribution of both
movable finds and architectural remains. Preliminary results indicate the presence of an ac-
tive and productive local population. The pottery identified consists primarily of amphorae,
alongside utilitarian and storage vessels, while evidence for both local production and im-
ported wares from the eastern Mediterranean—integrated into the commercial networks
of Late Antiquity and the Byzantine period—is clearly attested. Noteworthy is the stabili-
ty of the settlements and the continuity of commercial activity even after the emergence of
the Arab threat from the second half of the 7th century onwards. The geomorphology of the
northern and southwestern zones, combined with access to the sea, appears to have played
a decisive role in shaping residential and economic structures. The research aims to situate
the findings from western Samos within the broader context of the Aegean during Late An-
tiquity and the Byzantine period, contributing to ongoing discussions concerning the evo-
lution of fortification, religious, and settlement landscapes during the transitional centuries
and the early Byzantine era. This preliminary presentation provides new evidence for any
future research or excavation, while establishing a foundation for formulating new ques-
tions regarding the historical, cultural and economic development of western Samos and
its position within the wider Byzantine ecocultural environment. These insights underscore
the significance of sustained interdisciplinary approaches in reconstructing regional histor-
ical trajectories effectively.
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H WYAATIKH XTHN KYIIPO
KATA THN ITEPIOAO THX AATINOKPATIAX.
H IIEPIIITQXH THX OIKOT'ENEIAYX TON KOPAOKOTQON

TMwpyog Anuntpiov
Apiototéheto Ilavemotiuio Oecoalovikng

H dalovoa yewypagikr 6¢on tng Kompov amotedel mbavotata to kdpto aitio yua
v moAvdidotatn TOATIOTIKY apadoon mov cuvavtatat oto vioi. H tomobétnon g
0€ €va oo T ONUAVTIKOTEPA YEWYPAPIKA OTUEIA TOV KOOHOL €ixe WG AMOTEAECHA TNV
a@iEn moilwv TOAMTIOUWY, YeYOVOG oL SLAUOPPWCE TOV TOAVTIOIKIAO XAPAKTHPA TOV
KUTIPLAKOV TIOALTIOHOV kat TG mapddoong. Metd v katdAnyn tng Kompov and tov
Baothd TG Ayyhiag Pixapdo tov Asovtokapdo, kata tn Sidpketa TG I Zravpogopiag,
apxiet otadiaka n mepiodog g Aatvokpartiag (1191-1571). Katd to Sidotnpa avtd, n
Kompog mwAeitat apyikd otovg Naiteg Inmoteg, evw ot ovvéxela o Ayyhog Bacthiag tnv
napaywpel 6tov Guy de Lusignan, mpanv factiid twv Iepocoldpwy. O tekevtaiog idpvet T
SdvvaoTteia mov Oa dtowkrioet To vnoi péxpt To 1489, ondte n) mohitikn Stayeipton tng Kompov
nepva o Anpokpatia tng Bevetiag, éwg v oBwpavikn katdktnon to 1571.

AvamogevkTa emnpealdpevog ano v mAnBwpa Twv GLYKLPLOV AUTWV VTIPEE Kat o
eyxwpLog mMANBVOUOG, 0TO peyaAdTepo uépog Tov omoiov avikav avékabev ot OpBodofot
Xplotiavol. Etot, pe v anoduvapwon NG KwVoTavTIVOTOAITIKNG avtokpatopiog, aAld
KAl TN UEPIKWG TIEPLOPLOUEVT ETUPPOT TNG OTOV XploTiavikd mAnBuopd g Kompov,
napatnpeital otadlakd 1 oAogva Kal GUXVOTEPT KATAYPAQT TNG KUTPLAKNG Tapadoong:
g mapddoong mov, fe To TEPACHA TOU XpOVOV, avantiooeTal akoAoVOWVTAG Kal Tig
AOLTIEG ATIOKEVTPWLEVEG TOTIKEG EKPAVTELS TIOV ePavilovTal katd Tnv ev Adyw mepiodo.

XapaktnptoTikr eivat n mepintwon LeAwv tng okoyévetag Twv Kopdokotwv (TéAn 140v-
Héoa 160V aL.), OLKOYEVELAG (e EVTOVT SpacTNPLOTITA TOGO OTO EKKANCLAOTIKO TTAQIGLO0, 600
KaL GTOV Topéa TNG HOVOIKNG eEEAENG TNG KUTIPLAKNG WAATIKNG TEXVNG Kat TG StaTripnong
ToL eEANANVopBodogov xapaktipa avTig.

Méoa amd T OLAAOYH KLPIWG TPWTOYEVWV TNyWV eMmOIWKETAL | XPOVOAOYIKN
TOTOB£TNON €KAOTOV HEAOVG TNG OKOYEVELAG, KABWE KAl 1 —YLla TIPWTH Popa— eviaia
TAPOLOIAOT] TOL GLUVONOL TNG epyoypagiag tovg. ISwaitepn éugaon Sidetaw otig dvo
ONUAVTIKOTEPES, PATEL TWV TYWY, TPOCWTIKOTITEG TNG OLKOYEVELAG AVTHG.

H MéBodos twv Kadopawvwy tov Owpd Kopdokotov (Bat. 1530) anotehel fia amod Tig
omovdatotepeg pefddovg Sidaockaliog oOAOKANPOL TNG YAATIKNG TEXVNG KATA TNV €V AOyw
nepiodo. Zuyxpovog oxedov tov mpwToYdATn TG Ayiag Zogiog KATd TO TPWTO NULOV
Tov 14ov at. Eévov tov Kopwvn, 0 Owudg Kopdokotdg, tepéag kat Tpwtoyaltng «dyiwv
émokon@v t@v Ipexdv Kdmpov», anoBnoavpiler ot MéBodd tov onaviotateg Oeoelg —
Hovotkd potipa— g Kahogwviag, yeyovog mov pog mpoo@épet TOAVTIHES TANPOPOPieg
yia o eminedo NG MEPLTEXVIAG TWV YAATWOV OTA ACTIKA KEVTPA TNG AATIVOKPATOVUEVNG
Kbmpov.

Ekioov evdiagépovoa mepintwon anotelel ekeivn tov, mbavdtata Apesov, amoyovov
Tov Owua, Iwavvn Kopdokotov, mpwtoyaltn kat evdopadapiov g kaboAkng
ekkAnoiag Twv Popaiwv. O Iwavvng Kopdokotdg @aivetar va vipe o k0pLog ypagéag
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TOV apXatoTEPOL SLacwOEVTOG KUTPLAKOD HOVOIKOD Xetpoypagov (Aewy. 300), to omoio
EUMEPLEXEL TOOO TPOTIAPLA HEYAAWY EOPTWV, OO0 KAl TPOTIAPLA APLEPWHEVA OF EVPVTEPQA
ev Kdmpw tipwpevovs ayiovg, petadd Twv omoiwy kat 6Tov ToAtovxo tng Aevkwoiag, ayto
TptpOAALo.

Me v mapovoiaot Kat Twv TECoApwY HEADY TNG OKOYEVELAG aVTNG, Kabwg emiong kat
pe Tnv mapdBeon g epyoypagiog avtwy, emdiwketal TapdAAnAa kat 1 €vtagr Tovg 0to
evpLTEPO TAAiTL0 TN Ttapovaiag Tov 0pBodofov Adylov atotyeiov otn Opaykokpatoduevn
kat Bevetokpatovpevn Kompo, pe oca ovumepdopata kot epwthpata Shvavtal va
TPOKVLYOLV gk ToVTOV. ETol, épog alAd kat ev eidet katakeidag Tng eLoNyHoews pag eivat
n mpoobnkn G mapap€Tpov NG SpacTnPLOTNTAG TWV TpoavaPepBévTwy peldv otnv
kafnuepvdtnta NG ovvudplews Twv Stapdpwv opoloywv otnv Kompo, katd v vmo
v Bulla Cypria Aativokpatovpevn Kompo.
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LATTICE CHANCEL SCREENS FROM THE HOLY LAND
IN THE BYZANTINE PERIOD

Lihi Habas

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Among the various types of chancel screens that enclosed the liturgical areas of church-
es and synagogues in the Holy Land during the Byzantine period, lattice panels were con-
sidered the most luxurious and expensive. As a result, researchers believe these panels were
placed at the front of the bema, on either side of the main entrance, or as a front railing of
the ambo within church buildings.

These exquisite panels were primarily crafted from imported marble and produced with
exceptional skill in imperial workshops. However, some locally made imitations have al-
so been identified. The panels featured a diverse array of decorative patterns, ranging from
simple to highly intricate designs. These included diamond or scale-like nets, scrolls and
medallions, adorned with plant and floral motifs, sometimes accompanied by animal fig-
ures. Other designs incorporated intersecting circles with or without crosses, geometric
interlaces interwoven with plant and floral motifs, occasionally featuring crosses, and the
most elaborate design showcased a central laurel wreath encircling a cross or monogram,
framed by interlace patterns with crosses and white lilies.

Lattice panels found in Christian contexts were often decorated with crosses and mono-
grams, while those discovered in Jewish settings featured symbols such as the Ark of the
Covenant and the seven-branched candlestick (menorah).

Excavations in the Holy Land have uncovered lattice panels that bear striking similari-
ties to those found throughout the Byzantine Empire. Notable parallels can be seen in the
lattice screens of churches in Ravenna and Constantinople. Additionally, similar lattice de-
signs appear in Byzantine ivory reliefs and metal ampullae, further illustrating their artistic
and cultural significance.
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LAMPS AND OTHER LIGHTING DEVICES
FROM THE TAMASSOS/POLITIKO EXCAVATION, CYPRUS

Fryni Hadjichristofi
Department of Antiquities, Cyprus

From 2012 to 2023, the Department of Antiquities carried out excavations at the cen-
tre of the village of Tamassos-Politiko, south of Nicosia, under the direction of the speaker.
These investigations brought to light a significant architectural complex, apparently associ-
ated with a partially uncovered Early Byzantine basilica. Although the study of the complex
and its associated material remains at a preliminary stage, the discoveries point to continu-
ous occupation of the site from the 4th to the 7th century. This chronology is supported by
coin finds and numerous terracotta lamps unearthed during the excavations.

In this presentation, we will examine a representative selection of lamp types that illus-
trate a remarkable typological continuity, rooted in the well-attested ceramic traditions of
Early Byzantine Cyprus. The lamps presented reveal not only types already documented on
the island, but also previously unknown forms—such as a multi-nozzle lamp (polylychnos)
adorned with relief decoration depicting two birds facing each other on either side of a kan-
tharos filled with liquid.

It should be noted, however, that most of the lamps examined date predominantly to the
5th and 6th centuries. Among the artifacts associated with the lighting of the buildings, the
most striking is a metal wall bracket ending in a griffin-shaped protome, designed to sus-
pend lamps, polycandela or censers.

The rarity of such objects as the multi-nozzle lamp and the metal wall bracket—together
with the architectural layout of the complex, which to date has no known parallel on the is-
land—and the presence of opus spicatum pavements, previously undocumented in Cyprus,
confer an exceptional character upon the site.
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FACES AND CHARACTERS:
THE PHYSIOGNOMIC INTERPRETATION OF PORTRAITS
IN BYZANTINE HISTORIOGRAPHICAL WRITING

Martin Hinterberger
University of Cyprus

Various historiographical texts of the Byzantine era, primarily chronicles such as the
works of John Malalas, Pseudo-Symeon or Theodore Skoutariotes, contain portraits of the
main protagonists, i.e. emperors. These portraits are composed in a highly codified lan-
guage, consisting primarily of compound adjectives that refer to a certain feature of the per-
son’s physical appearance (e.g. “hook-nosed” or “dark-skinned”). This kind of descriptions
rely on a writing technique developed during the Hellenistic period and were also used in
physiognomic treatises in which a connection between physical appearance and inner char-
acter was established. In the past, eminent scholars investigated a possible link between ap-
pearance and character in Byzantine texts (see in particular: G. Dagron, Décrire et peindre:
essai sur le portrait iconique, Paris 2007; or H. Maguire, “Essence and accident: Byzantine
portraiture and Aristotelian philosophy,” BMGS 46, 2022: 1-23). In this paper, I intend to
shed further light on the question whether a physiognomic interpretation can be applied to
verbal portraits of Byzantine emperors.
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THE TURCO-GREEK MANUSCRIPT
FROM R.M. DAWKINS’ COLLECTION
(BODLEIAN LIBRARY OXFORD)

Stelios Irakleous
University of Cyprus

Richard MacGillivray Dawkins (1871-1955) was a British Archaeologist, Professor of
Byzantine and Modern Greek Language and Literature at the University of Oxford (1920-
1939) and fellow of Exeter College. He had spent a considerable amount of time in Greece
and Asia Minor as a prehistoric archaeologist where he developed an interest in medieval
and modern subjects. During his stay in Central Anatolia (1909-1911) in the Cappadocia
region, he recorded dialects from the Greek speaking villages of the region and the village
of Sille. While a lot of what he collected was utilised in various publications (e.g. on Greek
Folktales, Modern Greek in Asia Minor, Turco-Christian songs from Asia Minor), there is still
material in the collection under his name at the Bodleian Library in Oxford that warrants
thorough research.

In this category falls the examined manuscript. Written in Turkish language with Greek
characters (Karamanlidika), it constitutes a rare artefact in many aspects. In this presenta-
tion an effort will be made to address issues deriving from the manuscript concerning eccle-
siastical practices and rituals, and the language of religion in Asia Minor.
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AYO AEITOYPITKEX AIATAZEEIYX THYE KONXTANTINOYIIOAHX
2TO KYITPIAKO APXIEPATIKO EYXOAOTIIO KITIOY 18

Apxipavdpitng Ipnyoprog A. Iwavvidng
®coloyukr| ZyoAr) ExkAnoiag Kompov

To xetpodypago Kitiov 18 mpoépyetal amod To xépL Tov mepigniov ypagéa Auppoaiov g
Movng Avopeiwv kat Bewpeitatl Eéva amod ta kalbTtepa épya Tov. Ipdetnke oto B’ téTapto Tov
160V audva Kal ivat va apyLepaTkd eVXOAOYLO IOV TTPOOPIfETAL YiaL XPTIOT) TOV EMOKOTOL
«Kapracéwv kai Appoxwotov» (¢. 26a).

O kwdikag épet onjpepa 150 AN kot eivat koAoPog 1o Téhog Tov. Ta UM 1a-141a
AVIKOUV 0TOV KUPLO ypagéa AuPpoato, kat @€povy 31 Aertovpyikég Stataers. Ta vtolouma
9 @UANa TIpoEpXOVTAL ATO LETAYEVESTEPA XEPLOL YPAPEWY KAl GEPOVV 5 AEITOVPYIKEG
Statd€elg kat 2 Kelpeva eKKANGLAGTIKOV TIEPLEXOUEVOU.

O Aertovpytkog kKwdtkag @EpeL onuepa, wg katakAeida twv Kewévoy tov ApBpoaciov,
Svo akolovbieg mov tedovvtan T MeydAn IIéuntn and tov eniokomo. H mpwtn «edyai eig
Y dnaugiooty Ti¢ &yiag Tpamélne v yevouévyy T pueydy Iéunty &no 100 &pyrepéwe»
(@@. 128B-131P) kat n Sevtepn «drolovbia Tod Nimtiipog 10D pevouévov Tij dyie kel peydn
ITéumty pete v omobauPfwvov evynv» (9@. 131B-141a).

H wotopwkn Aettovpytksy OUYKPLTIKY] pHeAETn TOL Tieplexopévov Twv Svo Statafewv,
TEKUNPLOVEL WG TOTO TPpoéAevong tovg v KwvotavtivodmoAn. Avtiypdgovtat otnv
Kompo and apyaieg kwvoTavTivoumolitikeg evxohoyikég mnyég tov 100v kat 11ov aiwva
mov Ppiokovtat pe BePatdtnra 610 VNoi, y avto kot akohovBovv To mapddetypa Twv
YVWOTWY EVXOAOYIWV TNG TPWTEVOVOAG TNG AVTOKPATOPLAG.

H pelétn oloxkAnpov tov Aettovpyikod meplexopevov tov gvxoAoyiov Kitiov 18, oe
olYKpLon Kat e Ta dAAa 22 YVWOTA PEXPL OTHEPA KUTIPLAKA EVXOAOYLA, AVAJEIKVVEL TOV
kaBopLoTiko poro mov Stadpapatifer To PLPAoypadiko KEVTPO TG HOVHG TwV AvOpeiwy kot
0 ypagéag Apppodotog otn Aettovpyikr {wr| g EkkAnoiag tng Kdmpov, wg éva onuavtiko
0TaVpOdPOL TWV peyaAwvy AetTovpykwv kEvTpwy Twv ExkAnowwy tng Kwvotavtivovmoing
Kat g Méong AvatoAng.
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GREGORY OF NYSSA AS A WEB CRAWLER

Vaclav Jezek

University of Presov

The exegetical originality of Byzantine writers such as Gregory of Nazianzus, Gregory
of Nyssa and others has been often studied through the prism of literary analysis, including
rhetorical analysis. The theological analysis is usually concentrated on standard dogmati-
cal terms and concepts which show the creativity of the writings of these authors but at the
same time perhaps do not bring out the full originality of the works in question. In our con-
tribution we embark on an experimental analysis of one of Gregory of Nyssa’s works and one
of Gregory of Nazianzus” works in relation to Machine Learning principles. Contemporary
issues with Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning have also broadened the discussion
on the creativity and originality of these technical aspects and advancements and more im-
portantly on their ability to depart from set principles either textual or conceptual and the
ability to form their own independently structured conclusions.

What characterises the standard works of both ‘Gregories’ (of Nyssa and Nazianzus) is
the necessity to lean on Biblical theological principles and Christological ideas, which set
a predetermined limit on their works and their direction. This is very similar to principles
found in modern machine learning, where set information or texts form the necessary basis
for further machine reflection. Here lies the basic problem: is predetermination and deter-
mination either conceptual or textual an obstacle to a more broader and original reflection?

In relation to Gregory of Nyssa we analyse his fairly well-known small exegetical trea-
tise on the witch of Endor. Surprisingly, in this rather minute treatise Gregory struggles
with all the possibilities of exegetical reflection and especially struggles with the Old Testa-
ment basis which forms the theological framework for the possible conclusions. Fascinat-
ingly enough he combines a rational interpretation with a set text interpretation not reach-
ing completely convincing arguments. A similar, although technical trajectory, is followed
by principles in Machine learning and if we take an example of contemporary machine
learning the cyclical indeterminacy can be an obstacle to its effectiveness or to the ability to
form standard analysis. What is paradoxical in both areas is the premise of a rational system,
which however, ends up in a restrained, often non rational systemic conclusion.

To illustrate our example, we also draw in the work of Gregory of Nazianzus, his Oration
45. Here the temptation is to look at this work just as with other similar works from a pure-
ly rhetorical structural point of view. Gregory here bases himself on a Christological point
of view which more than anything seems to predetermine his conclusions and movements.
However, regardless of the rhetorical techniques and predetermination he seems to liberate
himself to produce an “unexpected” conclusion. This can be conjoined with other forms of
his thought.

We believe that a new reassessment of the exegetical thought of Byzantine writers can
serve not only to provide a better glimpse in their thought and its viability but interestingly
relates to the contemporary issues in modern technology.
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H IIOPEIA TOY IQANNH EK BAAXIAX:
AATKH EYAIZ®HZIA KAI KAAAITEXNIKH EEEAIEH
YXTHN KYITPIAKH ATIOTPA®IA TOY 18°Y AIONA

O¢xha KaAln
Avegdptntn Epevvitpla — Apxatoddyog

H napovoa avakoivwon eoTdlet 6tov Ayotepo peletnpévo, alld dtaitepa eviiagépov
Adiko ayoypago Iwdvvn ek BAayiag, o omoiog Spactnpromoteitat otnv Kompo and to npwto
(oo tov 18ov arwva kat egeliooetal otadiakd and Aaikog {wypdgog oe Lepodtakovo Kat
TeAKd lepéa. Méoa amo dladoxikd vIToyeypapuéva £pya Tov, 1 HEAETT OV ETIKEVTPWVETOL
otV npocwKr kot elAkpivr) KahArtexvikn e&€AEn tov {wypdgov pog BulavTiva mpoTuma,
SlaTnpOVTAG TAVTOTE £vay €VTOVo Adiko XapakTrpa.

To mpwipo épyo Tov amd tov Aywo Anuntpio Mapabdoag (1733) amokaAvmtet évay
avtodidakto Snuiovpyo, o omnoiog, xwpig xprion avliPolwy, emxelpei va anodwaoet Lepég
Hop@£q pe atdikn abwotnta, woeldr mpdowna Kat apvySadwtd patia, aftomowwvtag {wnpd
XpWHaTa Kat TNV TeXVIKN sgraffito mévw oe évtovo xpvood @ovto. H eikoéva g Oeotokov
wg Podov Apdpavtov oe avtd 10 0TASI0 anoTeENEl TPWTOTLTIN EIKOVOYPAPLKT| ETAOYT Kol
Katadelkvoel Ty Taor Tov ya ehebBepn anodoon.

To 1744, 610 yvwot6 0ka@wtod e1kovidio and T PAdoov, o Iwdvvngumoypagel yla mpwTn
Qopd WG LEpodLAKOVOG, evw To 1761, TNV ewdva TG Oeotdkov and tnv Ayia Ilapackevn
TaAdtag, @épet Tov Titho Tov tepéa. H mopeia tov avtavakAd Oxt povo KaAAitexvikn
wpipovon —pe peyaldTepn otabepdTnTa 0TI YPAUUEG, KABApOTNTA XAPAKTNPLOTIKWY Kol
LOOPPOTINUEVT XPNON TNG OKiaonG— aAld kat mpoowTikn e&€AEN, kKabws o ayloypdpog
ELOEPYETAL GTOV KATPO Kal APOUOLWVEL oUVELINTA TOV DEOAOYIKO PONO TNG EIKOVAC.

H pelétn avthy emyxepel va avadeier tn onuacia tov Iwdvvn ek Blaxiag wg
XAPAKTNPLOTIKOV EKTIPOCMTIOV TNG KUTPLAKNG AAIKTG ayloypagiag Tov 18ov atwva. ITapd tnv
anmovoia akadnHaiKNG KATAPTIONG KAt T GLX VA ATEAT] AVATOIA TWV LOPYWY TOV, 0 Iwdvvng
ONULOVPYEL €pYa [LE EVTOVN EKPPAOTIKOTNTA, ECWTEPIKOTNTA KAl AHECT] ATAXTOT) OTO KOLVO.
H ayloypagia tov ovviotd €va povadikd kpdpa Aaikng téxvng, Oeoloyikrg avalitnong kat
KaAATEXVIKNG avBevTikdTnTag TTOL eUmAovTilel Tn peAéTn TG peTaPulavTiviig TEXVNG TNV
Kvmpo.
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BYZANTINA ANTIKEIMENA ITPOXQIIIKHY EYAABEIAX:
H ITEPIIITQXH TON ETXAPAKTON XTAYPOEIAQN
ETKOAIIIQON

Avaotaotog Kavtapag
Apiototéheto Ilavemotiuio Oecoalovikng

v mopeia TG oTopiag TG avBpwndTNTAG Ta GUAAKTA WG AVTIKEIHEVA AVIIKOVY O
ta Waitepn kartnyopia, kabBwg ovvdéovtat pe TNy évvola tov tepov. ITio cuykekptuéva, o
avBpwTog péow Twv puAakTwy tpoomadoloe va poaceyyioet to Beio kat va e§acpalioel tnv
AmApAiTN TN TPOOoTACiR TIPOKELUEVOL Va Htopéael va avTane&éAdel ot Suokohieg TG {wr|g
Tov. Kdnmwg £101 Ta QUAAKTA PETATPETOVTAL O AVTIKEIUEVA E ATOTPOTIAIKO XAPAKTTPA,
TIOV €ival o€ B£0m Vo AmOTPEYOVV TO KAKO GTOV KATOXO TOVG HEOW TNG ETKANONG TWV KAADY
VIIEPQLOLKWY Suvapewy. Me tnv élevon tng véag Opnokeiag Tov XpLloTiaviopod Ta uAAKTA
wg avtikeipeva amoktovv éva Babvtepo vrdPabpo, kabwg ovvdéovtal otevoTepa e TNV
nioTn. 210 Bu{dvTio n Kataokevr| eyKOATWwY VTACOETAL LECA GE AUTH TV AVTIANYM, and
{io TAEVP AL, TIEPE TIPOOTAGIAG ATIO TIG KAKEG SUVANELS Kal, artd TNV AAAN, TtEpt QWTIOUOD TNG
YLXNG TOL KATOXOL VioXVOVTAG TNy TioTn Tov. Mia opdda TETolwv eykoATiwy anoteAovv
eKelVa e OTAVPIKO OXHHA, KATIOLA €K TwV oToiwv St€feTav péoa Tovg Kat pkpd TUApaTa
oV Tipiov EHAOL TOV GTAVPOD TOV XPLETOY, TTOV GLVOSEVOVTAY KAt ATIO EHUETPOVG GTEXOVG
anoca@nvifovtag (e aUTOV TOV TPOTIO TIG IOLOTITEG TOL AVTIKEIUEVOD KAl TIG TPOTOOKieG TOV
KATOXOL TOV. Z€ AUTEG TIG TEAEVTALEG TTEPIMTWOELG EYKOATIIWY Ot ETILXELPT|TEL 1] GUYKEKPLUEV
oputhia va pi&et Qwg, SLaTLTIWVOVTAG KATIOLA PAGIKA CULHTEPACHATAL.
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A MARBLE PULPIT AS A PERMANENT ELEMENT
OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN BASILICA INTERIOR
IN NOVAE (NORTHERN BULGARIA):

AN INNOVATIVE WAY OF VISUALISING
THE LITURGICAL SPACE

Elena Klenina

Adam Mickiewicz University

This paper presents a reconstruction of the construction system and visual appearance of
a mid-6th century pulpit (ambo) of the Constantinopolitan type, located in the Early Chris-
tian episcopal basilica at Novae, in the Roman province of Moesia Secunda (modern-day
northern Bulgaria). The structure, originally executed in Proconnesian marble, is a rare ex-
ample of high-quality liturgical furniture in the provinces of the Eastern Roman Empire.
The basilica itself is a three-nave structure measuring 40.26 metres in length and 24.30 me-
tres in width, with the internal dimensions of the naos measuring 34.80 by 22.32 metres.
Exactly on the longitudinal axis of the church, at the central point of the main nave, the re-
mains of the pulpit’s foundation were discovered. This in situ feature consists of four mono-
lithic stone blocks, two of which preserve sockets for fastening pins on their upper surfaces.
These sockets form two parallel rows of four holes aligned along the west-east axis and were
likely used for mounting structural elements of the eastern part of the pulpit.

The reconstruction is based on the analysis of 77 preserved architectural fragments un-
covered during archaeological excavations in the basilica. These fragments include parapet
panels, colonnettes, bases and capitals, reflecting a sophisticated construction system close-
ly related to metropolitan models from Constantinople. Typologically, the pulpit from No-
vae belongs to Group I in the classification proposed by J.P. Sodini, characterised by two
flights of stairs leading to the ambo platform. This was the most common configuration in
the Eastern Mediterranean and includes parallels from basilicas in Stobi, Cari¢in Grad (ba-
silica with transept), Amphipolis (basilica A), Philippes (basilica A), Nea Anchialos (basil-
ica D), Daphnousia, Nicopolis (basilica B), and Delos. Spectral and isotopic analyses iden-
tifying the marble were conducted independently in two separate laboratories, confirming
the material’s provenance from the Proconnesus quarries. The study not only reconstructs
the form and placement of the pulpit within the liturgical space but also situates it within
the broader context of Early Byzantine church architecture and marble craftsmanship. This
contributes to our understanding of ecclesiastical furnishing, regional artistic practices and
the transmission of architectural forms across the Eastern Mediterranean in Late Antiquity.
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EYPAXIATIKEX XEPXAIEX OAOI
KAI H ANAIITYEH TON YYXOXOQOMATIKQN TEXNIKON
TOY HXYXAXMOY KATA TON 13° AIONA

XpvooPalavtng Kvprakov
®eoloykr| ZyoAr) ExkAnoiag Kompov

H mapovoa avakoivwon efetalet tn obveon peTadd Twv €vpactatikwy Xepoaiwv
SpOHWY Kat TNG AVATTLENG TWV NOVXACTIKOV YUXOOWHATIKWY TEXVIKWV KaTd Tov 130 atwva.
Méoa amod pia GLYKPLTIKT TPOOTTIKY, StepevvwvTat Thavég aAAnAemdpdoelg peta&d tov
Ivdoviapo, tov Zovgiopov, g Kappdra kat tov OpBddofov Hovyaopov. Yrootnpifetat
OTL oL TEXVIKEG EAEYXOV TNG avamvong HeTadolnkav and Tov vdoBovdioTikd kOopo TPog
™ Méon Avatolj kat To Bu{dvtio, Hé€ow TwV TOATIOUIK@OV KAl EUTOPIKWDV SIKTOWY TIOV
evioxVOnkav anod tn poyyolkn enéktaon. H mpwipdtepn mpaypoteia 6Ta GavVOKPLTIKG Ue
odnyieg yla Vv ektéleon aoknoewv Stahoytopod Toyka eivar n Amrtasiddhi tov Mad-
havacandra, n omoia xpovoloyeitat katd to Sebtepo (od Tov 1lov awwva Kat oiyovpa
nptv ano 1o 1160. O e&iohapiopog g npaypateiog Amrtakunda mepi to 1212 @aivertat
ot emédpaoe kaboploTikd oty VIOBETNON Katl TPosaApHOYT TWV LVEOPOVSIOTIKWY TEXVIKWVY
avamvorg 0to TAaioto Tov Zov@lopol kat NG KapBala. Avalvovtal ot Spactnplotnteg
KAl TIPAKTIKEG TTPOOWTIWY OTIwG 0 Povpi, o Apmovhagia kat o Tpnyoptog o Zivaitng, kabwg
KAl Ol LOTOPIKEG KAl YEWTIOMTIKEG GUVONKeG OV eMéTpeyay TIG emapeég avtés. ISwaitepn
éuepaon Sivetar otn yewypagiki onupacia meptoxwv onwg n Tavpida, n Tpanelovvta, T0
Ikovio kat n Bilbvvia, evd yivetat Adyog yia mpoowma mov Stadpapdtiooy onpavtikd poro
0TI StMAwpaTikéG kal ToATIopIKEG 0xéoels TG KwvotavtivoumoAng pe T poyyoAikn avAn,
onwe 1 Mapia twv Moyyolwv. Kapndg twv alAnhemidpdoswv avtav gaivetat 6TL vimp&av
OpLOHEVEG TIpAyHATEIEG e TIPAKTIKEG OULHUBOVAEG Tepl TNG YUXOOWHATIKNG TEXVIKNG,
ypappéves and Hovyaotég povayovs. Ot mpaypateieg avtég yvwploav iaitepn Stddoon
otov ABwva katd o devtepo piod Tov 130v awwva, Snhadn oTig Tapapoves g Ekpnéng g
npwtng épidag mepi Hovxaopov. Katainktikd, tovitetar 61t 0 Hovxaouog anotelei pépog
€vOG maykoopov mhatciov pe Siktva aAAnAemOpaoewy, amOKAADTITOVTAG VEEG TIPOOTITIKEG
yta T perétn s Bulavtivig OpBodotiag otov «maykoopo Meoaiwvar.
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O ATTOX TEQPTIOX XTHN ITANATTA ®OPBIQTIXXA THX
AZINOY XTHN KYIIPO. ENAY «<AAAOX» ATIOX TEQPTIOX

Xapa Kovotavtividn

EBviko kat Kamodiotplako IMavemotrpo AOnvav

YKOTIOG TNG avaKoivwong eival n Tpoondbeta anavtioewy oTtny mapddeon epwtnuaTwy
TIOV TIPOKVTITOVY and TNV e&éTaon Tng tooypagiag tov égurmov ayiov Tewpyiov otnv
[Mavayia PopPrwticoa g Acivov. Zwletal otn votia ayida Tov vapOnka, kat eivat n povn
7ov Sev kKahveOnke katd TNV em{wypdenon to 1332/33.

To épyo éxel xpovohoynOei otig Tedevtaieg Sexaetieg Tov 120V arwva, Evd OCOHPWVA LE
npdo@atn Snocievon 1 Xpovoroynon unopei va meploplotel péoa otny ¢RSopn pe 6ydon
dekaeTia TOL ALWVaL.

Aev vrapyet ap@ipolia OTL TPOKeLTaAL yla €va aploTovpynua TG evroixtag fulavtivig
{wypagikng kat To 1o 8LoppLBo TopTpaito @inmov ayiov atn PulavTiviy elkovoypapia.
v anodoor g €xovy xpnotpomomBei mavakpta vAkd, Omwg Xpuoo, actpt, Kivvapapn
Kat Admig AaCovAL, v €XEL YiVEL XPTIOT) YEWHETPIKWY OPYAVWY.

[Tavw oTtoV YKpL-Hadpo KAWTO e enioTpwaon armd Admig Aa{ovAt, evTunwaotdlel o £QUnmog
aytog Iepylog oe yopvo @uotkod Tomio, OAOUOVAYOG Kat HEYANOTIPETG TAVW OTO AOTIPO
dAoyo, WG AVTOVOHO Kal ave§dpTNTO TOPTPAITO £QPITTIOL avdpLavTa.

H poper otepavwuévn pe oTeplatoybplo @épel TOALTENN OTPATIWTIKY evdupaoia,
XOPAKTNPLOTIKA TNG OTPATIWTIKNAG APLOTOKPATIAG KAl TwV BACIAKWV TPOCWTOYPAPLOY
twv Kopvnvaov. H Bwptd tov ayiov kabniwvel to PAéppa tov Beatn kabwg owpa, Koprog
Kat KEQAAL OTEKOVTAL KATEVMTILOV AKIVITA O€ OTLyLaia 0TAoT, evw To dhoyo Ppioketal oe
kivnon.

Kpataelr 0to aplotepd xépt pakpld AOYXn He TO atpnpod Akpo mPog Ta TEV® Kal 6TO
Seki Ta xpvod yképa tov ahoyov. Iliow and tov wpo mpoPdAletat moAvTeANG epuPANUATIKE
aomida, OTOL AVATIAPLOTATAL TO OVPAVLO CUUTIALV.

To ohoaompo ati eivar OTOAMOPEVO e avTioTorxng ToAvTéNELag okevn). Bnuartifet éxovtag
avaonkwuévo povov to Seki modL o€ oTaon Tapélacng.

Znv 1tdfovoa pop@r) Tov ELImov ayiov ouvdvalovTal TPWTOV 1 AVOTNPT) AVTOVOLa
KAt 1 HETWTIKOTNTA, SEVTEPOV 1 OTAOT TOL AAOYOL O TtapEAAOT) Kat TPITOV 1 eUPANUATIKN
aomida, eva Aeimovy MavTeADG elkovoypagLkd otoixeio and Tig dinynoetg tov Biov Tov
ayiov.

IMpoxettar yia v mpwindtepn amddoon é@ummov ayiov Tewpyiov oe mapdotaon
Oprappov. Iapopolo mpdTLTO axolovBeital 610 MAAKISIO ATTO OTEATITH TOVL EQUITOV
ayiov 6to Movoeio Bargello tng @ wpevTiag (1406 at.) kat 0T @opnTh elkdva TnG ZvAAOYNG
BaAAwavov oto Movoeio Mrevaxn (a’ uod 150v at.), aAld kat oto mhakidlo and oteatitn
Tov €@umov ayiov Anpntpiov oto Kpephivo (1406 at.) fe ehag@pd oTpo@r TNG LOPPTG.

Ta epwtnpara mov Snuovpyodvtal Kat ta omoia Xpetalovtal anavtnoelg eivat: Tati
0 {wypagog g Toxoypagiag oty Acivov Sev AapPdvel LIOYLY TOV TIG TTPOYEVEDTEPES
ELKOVOYPAPIKEG Kal ayloAoyLkéG Ttapadooels, ahld Stagopomoteitat kat Snpovpyel évav
npwtoTLTIO OpLapPikd TuTo €@innov ayiov Tewpyiov; O dylog dev okotwvel Tov dpdkovTa,
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Sev owleL T mpLykinooa, Sev @Epet Tov pikpod aypdAwto and tn AéoPo, 00Te K&vel KATOLO
Badpa.

Me mota evphTEPQA LOTOPIKA CLUPPALOUEVA CLOYETI(ETAL 1] TTAPACTACT) KAL TIOLO TIPOTVTIO
avOptavta pupeitay oo woxvpry ovuPolikr evOOUNON VIOKPVITETAL, 1] AVAWUVNON TNG
omnoiag enéParde T Statrpnon TG ToLXOYpAPiag;

Epwtnpa tifetat emiong yla Ty emmtypa@r) T ypApUEVI OTOV KAUTTO Xwpig TNV avaloyn
ETUHEAEL KL TTOLOTTA HE TV EVIVTIWOLAKT] TOLXOYpa@iaL.

H Aapmpotnta tng ekTEAEONG KAl OL EIKOVOYPAPLKOi CLUPOALOUOL TOV TTOPTPAITOL TOV
é@unmov ayiov ewpyiov oe Opiapfo oty Acivov mapaméunovy o mbavotepo oe xopnyia
vynAoPabduov kpatikod aglwpatodyov ota Xpodvia Tov Mavovn\ Kopvnvoo.
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«NovOeteiv T Tékva TG EkKANoiaG»:
NEA AEAOMENA I'TA TH AIAAKTIKH XTAAIOAPOMIA TOY
NIKOAAOY MOYZAAQNOX

Kvpraxog Kwota

EBviko kat Kamodiotplako [Mavemotrpo AOnvav

‘Hnapovoadvakoivwon é€etalet i Sidaktikn otadodpopia tod Nikoddov Mov{dAwvog,
TPV 470 TV ékAoyn Tov g Apytemiokonov Kompov (mep. 1107), pe fAon Td TpOoKATaUpKTIKE
evpnuata tiig Sidaktopikiis €pevvag ToD ypaPovTog, N Omola émkevipwvetat ot (wry,
10 €pyo Kal TNV &moxr Tod év Aoyw Aoyiov ékkAnotaotikod dvdpoc. AVIAGVTAG &no véa
nalatoypagika Sedopéva, 1 mapodoa dvakoivwon Emixelpel va @wtioel TOV poAo ToD
Mov{dAwvog wg Sidaokdlov otiv KwvotavtivounoAn, katd doa mbavotnta & ohvdeon
pe i Aeyopevn Hatplapyikr) ZxoAr| tod 1200 aidva.

Tpeig eivau oi Pactkeg mMNyEG TANPOPOPLOV YId THV TPWIUN avTh SpaotnploTnTa T0d
Movld\wvog, émwg &xovv émonuavOel dnd malatdTePOVS Kal VEOTEPOUG HENETNTEG.
IIp@tov, Opiopévol avtofloypagikol oTixol Amd TO yvwoTd moinud tov ué 16 Omoio
aitiohoyel T mapaitnor tov ano v Apyemokomnt) Kompov, dmov dvagépet 6tu eixe v
€000V va «vovletei[v] T& Tékva TAG éxAnoiac». Aghtepov, 10 Eykwpiov atov Iatplapyn
Nikodao I'" Ipappatiko, dmov 6 Mov{dhwv éugaviCetat ®g Sitddoxog Tod Tehevtaiov 0T
StevBuvon tig oxoAfig Tod Amootolov ITétpov ot Baothevovoa. Tpitov, 10 Eykwpiov To0
Nikn@opov Bacihdkn otov, mAéov Iatpiapyn Kwvotavtivovmodews, Nikohao Mov{dhwva,
6mov émauveltal 1 QINOCOPIKT Kal @LAOAOYIKT SetVOTNTA TOV.

2ti¢ mapandvw myEg mpoaTifevTat Vo véeg, Paotopéveg o€ adnpoaisvto péxpt onpepa
VAo ano dvo xepoypaga. O kwdikag Vat. gr. 394 mepthapPavet dVo [uKpEg Tpaypateleg
100 «NikoA&ov 100 Oeo@idols Sakovov KAl paioTwpos TV PHTOPWY», O OTIOTOG, COUPWVA [E
npdoatn pekétn tov H. Néooepn, & mpémel va tavtiotel pg 1ov Mov{dhwva. To Sedtepo
xewpoypago, Pal. gr. 92 (1306 ai.), mbavig mpogpxopevo anod T Notwa Traia, meptéxet pud
ovloyn &nd oxedn, petadd Tdv Omoiwv Tpia oL PEpovy THV Uroypagr T00 Mov{dAwvog.
‘H napovoia 1@V €v Aoyw kewpévwv €mtpénet T Statvnwon véwv dnmobécewv ya TN
Sdaxtikr Tov dpdon.

‘H dvakoivwon émdiwkel va ovvBéoel @ mapamdvew Sedopéva OO TO Tpiopa TOV
oOYXPOVWY €PEVVAV YL THV ékmaidevon kai T ypdppata otiv Kopvrvela émoyn, idtaitepa
ot axéon pe v Aeyopevn Hatplapxikr| ZxoAn tod 120v ai@va. Méow tiig dvacvvOeong tiig
otadtodpopiog o0 Movlalwvog, Eéxovpe v edkatpia va éEetdoovpe THv dAAnAenidpaon
¢ Bufavtivii¢ ExkAnoiag pe v éknaidevon kal v kKowvwvia oty Kwvotavtivodmoln
tiig Kopvrvetag meptodov.
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INVESTIGATING THE SYNODIKON OF ORTHODOXY:
A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON ITS ROLE IN BYZANTINE
ECCLESIASTICAL IDENTITY AND MEMORY

Pantelis Levakos

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens / Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

This paper delves into the Synodikon of Orthodoxy as a liturgical document, a dynam-
ic and evolving instrument of ecclesiastical memory, doctrinal affirmation and imperial-re-
ligious negotiation. Originating in 843 under Patriarch Methodios I to commemorate the
restoration of the Holy Icons, the Synodikon’s structure and purpose expanded over time. It
transformed into a comprehensive catalogue of Orthodoxy’s defenders and opponents, pre-
serving theological condemnations and the names of Saints, Bishops, Patriarchs, Emperors
and even Heretics. This evolution turned it into a tool of Liturgical remembrance and ideo-
logical consolidation, a fascinating journey that this paper aims to illuminate.

The paper draws upon my doctoral research on the usage (ypron) and reception
(mpooAnyn) of the Synodikon during the Middle and Late Byzantine periods. It traces Syn-
odikon’s initial function within the Constantinopolitan rite, its insertion into the Triodion,
and the gradual transformation of its reading placement and structure through successive
ecclesiastical and imperial interventions. Particular attention is given to the additions made
during the 11th to 14th centuries, such as the condemnation of Neilos of Calabria, the He-
sychast controversies and the theological disputes involving Saint Gregory Palamas, Bar-
laam, Akindynos and others. These additions depict theological tensions and political ne-
gotiations of the time, offering insight into the evolving boundaries of Orthodox identity.

Furthermore, the Synodikon emerged as a prosopographical source, preserving memo-
ry through naming, anathematising and commemorating. Synodikon’s transmission across
different dioceses, as seen in the versions of Thessaloniki, Monemvasia and Crete, reflects
local ecclesiastical agendas and broader claims of Orthodoxy and legitimacy. As this paper
demonstrates, these regional variations reflect and contribute to the wider implications of
the Synodikon. Ultimately, this study positions the Synodikon as more than a dogmatic proc-
lamation. It reflects Byzantine society, revealing how liturgy, power and memory coalesced
to shape ecclesiastical identity and the legacy of Orthodoxy. As this paper argues, the Syno-
dikon’s role in this process is significant and cannot be overstated.
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COMMUNITY PATRONAGE AND THE ARTIST
SIMEON AUXENTIS IN GALATA, CYPRUS

Nicolette V. Levy
The Cyprus Institute

This paper examines a unique dedicatory inscription from the early 16th-century church
of Agios Sozomenos in Galata, Cyprus. The inscription names thirteen individuals, who
collectively sponsored the construction and decoration of the church, as well as the artist,
one Simeon Auxentis. Communal sponsorships such as this one can be found in other parts
of the medieval Mediterranean, but are rare in Cyprus, with this being the only extant ex-
ample of a donation from a group of this size on the island. Previous study of this dedica-
tory inscription has probed its historical value as a record of village life during the period
of Venetian rule in Cyprus. This paper seeks to reframe the inscription as evidence through
which to examine the role of the artist in medieval Cypriot society.

Using 3D and multispectral imaging data, this study compares the inscription and ded-
icatory program of Agios Sozomenos to those of the nearby church of the Panagia or Arch-
angel Michael in Galata, also painted by Simeon Auxentis, exploring how the two churches
differ in style, iconography and artistic technique. As the church of Agios Sozomenos was
a communally-sponsored church, while the church of the Panagia or Archangel Michael
was a privately donated chapel, sponsored by Zacharias Polo and his family, placing the two
churches in conversation with each other allows us to see if the artist employed strategies, in
both content and execution, that reflect the differing desires of his donors.

This paper provides key insight into the artistic practices of painters working in medie-
val Cyprus and highlights the unique role of the artist as a de facto historian, preserving his
subjects through dedicatory inscriptions and portraits. The study also promotes the effica-
cy of interdisciplinary integration of technical data into a historically-framed study, offer-
ing a model for future documentation and analysis of other painted churches in the region.
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O MOYZIKOX KQAIKAX AT'IOY NEO®YTOY 1 KAI
H ITEPIEXOMENH MOYZXZIKO®EQPHTIKH ITPATMATEIA

Iwdvvng Atakog
Apiototédeto Ilavemotiuio @ecoakovikng

To xalokaipt Tov 2023 aocyoAnOnkape pe TNV KATAAOYOYPAPNON TWV [OVGIKOV
Xewpoypaewv g Mntponddews IIagov, ota mAaiol €vOG EYXEPNUATOG TOV £XOVHE
SLAOPYWOEL, TIPOKELUEVOL VA QTOYPAPNOOVY Ta HOVOIKA XELPOYpaPa Kal va ouvToyOel
AvaALTIKOG KATAAOYOG OAWY TWV HOVGIKWY Xelpoypagwy TnG Kompov. Av kal Tpog avtr| tnv
katevBvvon eixe aoxoAnbei makatdtepa, To €106 1990, 0 asipvnotog Avdpéag IakoPAepits,
ekdidovtag Tov Sikd Tov KatdAoyo, evrovTolg Stamotwlnke [a yevikr Bewpnon Twv
XELPOYPAPWY, XWPIG VO KATAYPAPOVTAL OVOLACTIKEG AEMTOUEPELEG TTOV APOPOVV TNV
emotnun ¢ Bulavtiviig Movaotkoloyiag, mpdypa mov dvokoleve tnv opbr avdyvwon
TOL TIEPLEXOUEVOL TWV HOLOIKWY kwdikwv kat Hrav advvatn 1 Se§aywyn acalwy
OUUTEPATUATWY.

Metd omd TV avalUTIKY KATAypa@r TPoéKuyav véa omovdaia evprpata oTa
TIEPLEXOLEVA TWV XELPOYPAPWY. Mia TETOLA TIEPITTWOT] ATTOTENEL KAl O HOVOIKOG KWOLKAG
tov Ayiov Neogitov 1. Eivar pia AvBodoyia 16 Hamadikic Tov 160V alwva Ypappévn and
Té0oeplg ypageic. Amotelel a omovdaio Avloroyia 1 omoia mepiéxel kKupiwg ouvOEoelg
Bulavtivay perovpywv. Katd tnv avalvtikn kataloyoypdenon pag To evOlagépov pHag
emkevtpwOnke oe tpia onpeia. To TpwTo, eivat ot ouvBéaelg ot omoieg avBoloyovvTat kat
To ovopata Twv HeAovpywv mov kataypagovtal To devtepo, eivat 1 avBoloynon tng
Aofoloyiag Tov mpwtonand tov PeBvpvov Bevediktov Emokomdnoviov. Avti n mepintwon
eival onpavtikn kabwg ovvdéel yaktikn mapddoon g Kompov pe v mapddoon mov eixe
avantvxOei otnv Kpntn xatd v nepiodo tng Evetokpatiag. To tpito onueio oto onoio Oa
emikevTpwbolpe, apopd TNV Kataypan pag OewpnTikng mpaypateiag n omoia mepLéxeTal
otov kKwdika Kat apytkd épotale va eival pia and Ti¢ yvwotég petafulavtiveg Bewpnrikég
npaypateies. Oa pmopovoe BéPata va amotedel pio axopa emmAéov. Exet opwg evoiapépov
TO YEYOVOG TIWG TIPOKELTAL VLA EVAL CUUTHAN IO KEUEVWY ATIO TIG TIPOYEVETTEPES TIPAYLATELEG
TIG OTIOLEG €VaG ATIO TOVG YPAPEIG TOV XELPOYPAPOL EVOTIOINCE O £Viaio Keiplevo.

YKOTIOG TNG ELONYHOEWG HAG Eival 1] AVAAVTIKY TEEPLYPAPT] KAl TTAPOVGIAOT) TOV KWSIKA
omov Ba yivel avaAvTIKOTEPOG OXOMACUOG OAWY TWV TAPATIAVW TANPOPOPLDY, UE TIG
omoieg oKlaypa@noape To meplexOUEVO Tov, Sivovtag OpwG dlaitepn EUPacn oTo Keipevo
™G HovatkoBewpnTikng mpaypateiog.
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H NHXETEIA TOY AEKAITENTAYTOYXTOY
YXTO BYZANTINO AIKAIO

ANéEavdpog Atappakomovlog
Apiototédeto Ilavemotiuio @ecoakovikng

2tig mygg Tod ToAttelakod kai ékkAnolaotikod Pulavtivod Swkaiov dvevpioketol
peydhog apBuog dieomapuévoy dvagopdv mept TAG vnoTelag, 1) Omoila Amotehel Eva
ke@alawdn Beopd oty mapddoon tod xprotiaviopod. Oi mheioTteg T@V Statalewv dpopodv
oty dpxaia vnoteia ¢ TecoapakooTic, 1 Omoia Tapovotdletar pE maoav Aemtopépela
WG TPOG TiG EmtpenOpeves Tpo@ég (padi ug Tic égatpéoelg TOV Katalvoipwy fuep@dv) kal
Ti¢ Aettovpykeg petaPorésg. EvdapiBueg émiong pubuioelg oxetiovral pe v Pabpaia
amotunwon TG éviadotag TecoapakovOnuepng vioteiag péoa otov éRdopadiaio kvkAo,
OnA. Ty vnoteia ¢ Tetaptng kai g Hapaokevijs. Tapopota avtipetwnion Spwg O&v
gm@ulaooetal Kal YL Ti HeTayeveotépws Eugaviobeioeg vnoTeieg, ol dmoleg katénav
eite molvrpepeg (Xprotovyévvwy, ATooTo WY, AgkamevtavyoboTov) eite LOVOTNUEPES
(Zravpod, ITpodpopov k.ATL).

Ot anapxeg TG vnoteiag o0 Aekamevtavyovotov BéPata d&v dvayovtar o TOAD
TpWipn €moxm, 0w TPOKLTTEL péoa Amod T €§étaon T@v T y@v to0 Pulavtivod Sikaiov.
"Extog and tov Topo 176 Evawoewg (920), 6mov 8&v dvaypagetal @0TO00 Kaplia Sla@pwTIoTIK)
Tepl ToD ApLOpod TV HHEPDY TG CLYKEKPIUEVIG VIO TEIAG, Ol EMOEVEG ONIYLOTEG OYETIKEG
pveieg amod tad péoa tod TA' kai Tod IB' ai. cuykevtpwvovTal 0¢ cuvodika Keipeva, Kamota
¢k TOV Omolwv maoyovv mpoPApata yvnototntag, Omws dkppdg kol ol Tmyég Toug.
Kata tov IT" ai. mpo@av@g avth i vnoteia €xet apyioer va egamhwvetat, pé anotéeopa
va paptupodvtal avtidpaoelg KANpK@V, Aaik@v kol povax@®v, ol Omoiot avtiriBevrat
o¢ pia tétola kawvotopia. O Staonuog vopkog tod Bulavtiov, 6 @eddwpog Baloapwy,
avalapPavet (8x1 EmTux®dG, dmwg 6 i0106 OpLoAOYET) THV DTEpdoTon OoWV EMAEYOLY VA THV
nproovy, vioBetwvtag PePaiwg TV yvwun tod matpdpxn KIIoAewg, Tod omoiov StateAel
@l oEevovpevog w¢ TIEPOPLOG TTaTpLdpxng Avtioxeiag. Tehkde, oTig dpxeg Tod IA” ai., 1
vnoteia Tob Aekanevtavyovotov évtomiletal fidn kabiepwuévn oty KIIoAn.

Méoa Aowmov 4nod Ty émokonnon tdv mydv tod Pulavtivod Sikaiov pmopel va
aviyvevtel 1) lotopukn €§€MEN TAG év Aoyw vnoteiag Amo TV €U@Aavion NG HEXpL Kai TO
TeAkO oTddto TAG Slapopewoews NG, N Omoia mpokdAeoe avtidpaoels TiG ExkAnoiag,
oUYKANON GUVOSWYV, CVYXVLOT KELEVWY Kal EPHNVELAG TOVG, DOTOV 6¢ SLdoTna 2,5 alwvwy
va €xel yiver dmodektn 4o TOV KAfpo Kai TOv avtokpatopa ti¢ KIIoAews kai €tol va
kataotel md énionpov £€00g tiig 0pHGS0ENG dvaToT.
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LEGACY AND RECEPTION:
THE MEMORY AND CULT OF IOANNIKIOS

Jianchang Liu

Northeast Normal University

The second period of Iconoclasm (815-843) and the restoration of icons constructed ma-
ny iconophile monks as saints, whose lives were recorded in hagiographical texts. Ioanni-
kios was one of the key participants in the icon restoration and was commemorated in sev-
eral historiographical and hagiographical works of the time. Nevertheless, his cult was less
prominent compared to those of his contemporaries, raising questions about the reception
of his legacy on iconoclasm.

This paper examines the long-term development of the memory and cult of Ioannikios,
aiming to clarify the process and reasons behind the reception of his legacy. A textual anal-
ysis of his hagiographies reveals that Ioannikios had a limited social function in the secular
world, with most of his notable actions occurring during his retreat in Alsos. Consequent-
ly, his social engagement had limited impact. After his death, however, his cult grew sig-
nificantly with the support of Patriarch Methodios, particularly among Bithynian monks
at his monastery in Antidion. Despite tensions between the patriarchs and Ioannikios’s ad-
versaries, the Stoudite monks, his sanctity continued to flourish in the memory and cult of
the following generation and was ultimately affirmed through his metaphrastic vita in the
10th century.

Over time, the memory of Ioannikios declined due to social unrest in Anatolia and the
static nature of his cult and its representation in hagiographical texts. His role as a defender
against iconoclasm also became obscured due to shifting ecclesiastical narratives. As a re-
sult, later references to Ioannikios are limited, with only one mention in a 12th-century text,
despite the continued circulation of his hagiography in multiple manuscripts, mostly meta-
phrastic. In the 14th century, Ioannikios’s vita was not rewritten by scholars, unlike his fel-
lows Michael Synkellos and Theophanes Graptos, because of the ecclesiastical dispute on
Church union and hesychasm. Therefore, the reception of Ioannikios’s legacy remains prob-
lematic; his contributions to the restoration of Orthodoxy did not attract sustained atten-
tion from later Byzantine intellectuals. In conclusion, the legacy and reception of Ioannikios
reflect the complex interplay between political, ecclesiastical and textual forces that shaped
the collective memory and cult of Byzantine saints.
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CYPRUS AND ASIA MINOR
DURING THE BYZANTINE PERIOD:
NEW RESEARCH PERSPECTIVES
THROUGH THE CULT OF RELICS

Matthias Metzger

Laboratory of Medieval and Modern Archaeology in Mediterranean
(LA3M/UMR 7298)

Only 90 kilometres from the northern coast of Cyprus, the south-eastern coast of Asia
Minor is the closest shore to the island, making it a major axis of economic and human cir-
culation since Antiquity. However, in the historiography on the development of Christianity
in Cyprus within the context of the Eastern Mediterranean, the links with the provinces of
Cilicia, Pamphylia and Lycia, among others, have not received as much attention as the Le-
vantine coast, Constantinople or Egypt. This is particularly true in the context of devotional
practices, such as the cult of relics, which culminated in the phenomenon of long-distance
pilgrimages. In addition, the geopolitical situation of the northern part of Cyprus, occupied
by the Turkish army since 1974, restricts new research. Nevertheless, the study of written
sources as well as archaeological data published before 1974 or in archival form allow more
extensive studies on this issue.

In this context, as part of my defended doctoral thesis on the expression of the cult of
relics in Early and Middle Byzantine Cyprus, I identified and highlighted several elements
which demonstrate the importance of contacts between these two key regions of the Byz-
antine Empire. This applies, for example, to pilgrimage accounts and church architecture
highlighting the stopovers on the north coast of the island, particularly Kyrenia and Lapith-
os, from the cities of Myra or Attaleia. The same is true for hagiographic traditions, which
reveal connections between places such as Avlona on the Mesoria plain and Anemourion
according to the Life of Saint Artemon. Though much later, the tradition of the arrival of
the relics of Saint Mamas at Morphou from the town of Alanya in Pamphylia, recorded in
the Chronicle of Machairas, once again marks this close relation between Cyprus and Asia
Minor. Finally, major sites in Cyprus, such as the Episcopal Basilica of Kourion, the Chrys-
opolitissa at Paphos and the Campanopetra in Salamis-Constantia, share architectural fea-
tures with some Cilician churches in Corycus and Seleucia, among others. All these ele-
ments invite us to reconsider the historical and cultural contacts that Cyprus shared with
Asia Minor especially in the economic environment of pilgrimage.
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EMOTIONS AND SOLITUDE IN BYZANTINE ART

Mati Meyer
The Open University of Israel

Broadly speaking, psychological theories define solitude as the state of being alone.
When voluntary, one might experience solitude as a pleasant, positive condition. But if se-
cluded or isolated, one might feel it as loneliness and as being unhappy and alone, even in
the crowd. Voluntary, self-imposed solitude was a principal feature of Byzantine ascetic and
monastic life in the striving to achieve sanctity. Distancing oneself from this world was prac-
ticed by men in early Palestinian Sabaite monasticism, in isolation like Saint Symeon Styli-
tes, and in the hesychastic, contemplative monastic life in Late Byzantium. Women who
wished to embrace a sacred way of life disguised themselves as monks and lived in male
monasteries or as hermits in the deserts of Egypt, Palestine and Syria.

The phenomenon of monastic and ascetic solitude has been widely researched in Byzan-
tine studies. However, albeit the burgeoning scholarship on emotions in those studies, es-
pecially in the last decade, not much attention has been devoted to the emotion of solitude
(the state of being alone, voluntarily or involuntarily) and related feelings such as aloneness
(the state of being alone or kept apart from others) and loneliness (the feeling of unhappy
solitariness) associated with ascetics in the Byzantine context. Further, remarkably, the vi-
sual expressions of these emotions and feelings have not yet attracted any scholarly interest.

When one thinks about solitude as visualised in Byzantine art, the images that come to
mind are a meditating monk confined to his cell, evangelists enclosed in an intimate space
writing their books, and hermits. Does the art reflect only these types of figures? Apparent-
ly, Byzantine images do feature further iconographic representations where male and female
figures express subtle feelings of solitude, aloneness and loneliness. Key questions are: How
can theories of solitude and loneliness be useful for art-history analyses? What are the visual
markers of the feeling of solitude and its derivatives in Byzantine works of art? What are the
main ideas related to the state of being alone or solitary that are reflected in these works? In
a similar mode, is achieving spirituality the only idea evoked in the imagery, or does it also
suggest other notions such as personal devotion, repentance and/or despair? Are there gen-
der differences in the ways artists conceived these representations?
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NOMOG®OEZXIA KAI KOINQNIA:
H EKAOI'H QX ITHI'H EKOANXEQN
TOY KOINONIKOY BIOY TON BYZANTINON

Tewpylog Mryadakng
AvekaptnTog epevvnTrg

O kabnpeptvog Biog Twv Bulavtivay éxet anacyoAnoet oe peydlo Babuod tn avyypovn
épevva. Ot TANPOPOPIES OUWG TTOV TIAPEXOLY OL LOTOPIKEG KAl XPOVOYPAPLKEG TIYEG Yia
™ (N Twv aml@v TOAT@V TNG auTokpatopiag Oev eival ApKETEG YLa VoL OXNUATIOTEL a
olokAnpwpévn eikdva TG kowvwviac. Etot, ) mpoooxr otpé@etal avaykaoTikd kat e aAla
Kelleva, o AANEG KATNYOPIES TINYWV.

ATO auTéG, Ta vopkd €pya pmopovv va Bondnoovy oe peyalo Pabud otn Sepedvnon
ToL Kabnpeptvod Piov, eldika Ta xpovoloyovpeva atn Méon Bulavtivi epiodo. H vopukn
Spaotnpotnta ot Bulavtivi) Avtokpatopia vifp&e évtovn, Eekivavtag evTunwaotakd Tov
60 awwva pe TV kwdkoToinomn Tov pwpdikov dikaiov and Tov avtokpdtopa Iovotviavo,
@tavovtag péxpt kat tn dvvaoteia twv Ilalaoddoywy kat TV KataAnyn tov kpdtovg,
éxovtag Staypayel Opwg pa Oivovoa mopeia. H eicova g kotvwviag, dnwg mpoPfdiietal
péoa and Tig Statd&elg Twv VoKV epywy, pag diver tn Suvatotnta va SiepevvnBei o
Kowvwvikdg Biog Twv Bulavtivav, aAld kat va TpokOWOUV Kal OUUTEPAOUATA YLa AvTOV.
Ta vopkd €pya, maporo dev ypdetnkav yio Tov A0yo autd, Kpivetal OTL EMTPETOVY Va
SaBactodv kat vId avtd TO TPIoHA, AOYW TWV AVAPOPWY TIOV YIVOVTAL OTLG TTOLKIAEG
OXEOELG, AVANEDA TOVG Kol 0TI aflomoLveg TPAEELG TwV TOATWY.

v mapovoa avakoivwon emAéyetal va efetaotel To vopobetikd épyo tng Exdoyrg
Twv avtokpatopwv Afovta I kat Kwvotavtivov E', oe obykpion pe tn vopoBeoia
Tov Tovotviavod mov mponyeital, alAd kat tnv emdpevn vopobeoia tng Makedovikng
AvvaoTeiag, wOTe va TapoLOLaoTel 1 TPOOTIABELL Yia KOWVWVIKY avavéwoT TNG ZupLlakig
AvvaoTeiag Kat ) eloaywyn vEwv oTOLXEIwV HEow TwV vopwy otn {wr Twv Bulavtivay tov
8ov atwva kat £Tot va emitevyOei pia Tpooéyylon Tng ElkOVAG TG Kovwviag Tov enediwkay
va OepeAdlwoovy.
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THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE CYPRIOT BAPTISTERIES:
CHILD BAPTISM AND BAPTISTERIES
IN 7TH-CENTURY CYPRUS

Rania Michail

Pontificio Istituto di Archeologia Cristiana, Vaticano

During the 7th century CE, significant changes occurred in the architecture and func-
tion of baptismal complexes in Cyprus. The large, monumental baptismal complexes of the
5th and 6th centuries, originally designed for adult immersion, underwent notable modi-
fications. These alterations reflect a shift towards the practice of child baptism. This paper
aims to explore these transformations to the Cypriot baptisteries in relation to theological
developments and liturgical practices, demonstrating how changing perceptions of baptism
influenced baptismal space.

While infant baptism was doctrinally accepted earlier, by the 7th century it had become
the normative practice in both East and West. This shift redefined the ritual: baptism was
no longer a mass event but a smaller-scale sacrament reducing the need for large immersion
fonts and the various annexes related to adult baptism.

Architecturally, this transition is reflected in the fate of monumental 5th- and 6th-cen-
tury baptisteries—such as those at Kourion (Episcopal precinct) and the basilica of Ayios
Epiphanios at Salamis—whose spacious cruciform baptismal fonts were initially designed
for adult immersion. By the 7th century, many of these had been repurposed, and new,
smaller installations had emerged, often within ancillary rooms of churches rather than in
separate baptismal complexes. Recent evidence from Panagia tou Kampou at Choirokoitia
illustrates this trend: the site preserves a modest basin suggesting affusion or limited immer-
sion suitable for infants/children rather than adults. This morphological shift—from mon-
umental structures to discreet spaces—mirrors this doctrinal evolution and signals the end
of the catechumenate tradition.

By correlating archaeological evidence with theological / liturgical texts, this paper situ-
ates Cypriot evidence within the wider Mediterranean phenomenon of baptismal transfor-
mation, highlighting the 7th century as the definitive moment when the architecture of ini-
tiation adapted to infant baptism.
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FROM IMAGE TO INSCRIPTION:
THE AESTHETIC TRANSITION IN ARAB-BYZANTINE COINAGE
AND THE FORMATION OF EARLY ISLAMIC VISUAL IDENTITY

Damon Monzavi
International Committee for Money and Banking Museums (ICOMON)

Arab-Byzantine coinage, produced in the Levant during the late 7th and early 8th centu-
ries, represents a visual transition from image to inscription in the medieval Mediterranean.
While previous scholarship has focused primarily on typology, chronology and minted at-
tribution, this study poses an alternative approach focusing on aesthetics and the philoso-
phy of image as tools for understanding cultural transformation.

The study examines how Byzantine visual conventions —imperial busts, the cross on
steps and Christological iconography— were gradually reconfigured under the new Islam-
ic authority. Early Arab-Byzantine coins kept many Byzantine images but made modifica-
tions in inscriptions, replacing imperial titularies with bilingual Greek- Arabic statements of
divine unity.

This study focuses on the Standing Caliph types, where the human figure of the rul-
er persists, but Christian symbols are transformed or removed, leading ultimately to the
iconographic absence of the post-reform coinage of ‘Abd al-Malik (697 CE). Through a
comparative reading of imagery and inscription of selected case studies, the paper argues
that Arab-Byzantine coinage illustrates the deliberate shift from image-based to text-based
authority, reflecting not only monetary practical reasons, but also religious theological de-
bates about representation. This interdisciplinary approach demonstrates that Arab-Byzan-
tine coinage should be understood not merely as imitation but as a dynamic arena of cultur-
al negotiation and innovation.

50



H NOTIOANATOAIKH ITIEAOITIONNHXOX
QX ENA ITAPAAEITMA AIEPEYNHXHZX
TON ITPAKTIKON TON KAAAITEXNIKOQN EPTAXTHPION
THX BYZANTINHZX ITEPIOAOY

Awoviolog Movpelatog
EBviko kat Kamodiotplako IMavemotro AOnvav / EXNAnviké Avowktoé Iavemotho

H opeviy xau amopaxpuopévn meptoxry TG Mavng, kat n evpvtepn meploxry, datnpel
mANnBog Totyoypagnuévwv ovvorwv dagopwv meplodwv. Ilpoceépetal, wg ek TOOTOL, Yia
Hia peAETn ToL va Stepevvad TIG TPAKTIKEG TwV PulavTivdy KaATEXVIKOVY gpyaoTtnpiwy
OTIV TtEPLOYTY, 1 OTOLAL EVEEXOUEVWG UG ETITPETIEL VO GUVAYOVLE YEVIKOTEPA CUUTIEPACHATAL.

ITio ovykekpipéva, kdmota pvnueia éxet Bewpndei 6TL aviikovv 670 810 KAANITEXVIKO
epYaoTnpLo, Onwg, yla mapddetypa o Aytog @ikinmog ota Kopokoydvvika, o Aytog Nikntag
otnv KnmovAa kat o Aylog ITavtedenpwv (a’ otpwpa) otovg Mrnovlaptolg, Tov TEAOVG TOL
100v awwva, e BAT TEXVOTPOTILKA KpLTHipLaL.

To epwTnpa oL TIOETAL CXETIKA UE TA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA EVOG KAAAITEXVIKOV EPYATTNPiOL,
waTO00, TepAapPdvel Tépa amod TI§ «aUoOINTIKES» APXEG, TTOV, OTIWTONTOTE, SIAHOPPWVOVTAL
Kal amd TOvg TMEPLOPLOUONS TWV XOPNYWV Kal TNG KOWVWVIAG TNG meptodov, Kat TEXVIKA
XAPAKTNPLOTIKA.

H pekétn mov €xet mpaypatonownBei otny meploxn éxet Seifet oe OpLOpEVES TEPIMTWOELG
OVYKEKPLHEVA  XOPOAKTNPLOTIKA TOU  LTOSNADVOLY  EPYACTHPLO WE  «EPAOLTEYVIKA»
XOPAKTNPLOTIKA, KAOWG ylo Tapddetypa 1) EQAapuoyn ToXoypagiag mévw oTov ToiXo Xwpig
Koviapa, Tov deixvel TpaKTikéS, oL omoieg & ouvadovy pe T AetTovpyia vog 0pyavwHEVOD
1] «ETAYYEAUATIKOV» EpYAOTNPiOL.

H xpnon yawdwv XpwoTIK@V, Tov TpoQavws Sev NTav avTIKEeEVO eUmopiov Twv
XPWUATWY, VTOONAWYVEL EVAV TIO «TOTIKO» XAPAKTHPA TOV EPYAOTNpiov, o8 CLVOLACHO Kol
HE Ta TEXVOTPOTIKA XapakTnploTikd. H Xprion TETolwv «Tomkwv» XpwoTikwv LIToSNAWDVEL
eTUTAEOV OTL OL KAAAITEXVEG ITAV KATOXOL [iaG TEXVOYVWOIAG, (0WG TPOPOPIKNG, TTOL TOVG
EMETPETE VA «TOLYOYPAPTTOLY» TOVG VAOUG ALTOVG, XwPiG, WOTO0O, VoL CUUUETEXOVY OTN
Sadikaocia ayopanwAnoiag akpipwv xpwaoTtikdy, 6mws o Aafovpitng. Eivar a§loonpeiwto
OTL [ TN HEXPL TWPA EPELVA EXEL EVTOTILOTEL AUTH| 1] XPWOTIKY TOV UTIAE, pe Pdon To Admig
AACoVAL, €va 0puKTO, OTIAVIO Kat akplPo, Lovo ot pia mepintworn, otov Ayto Pilmmo ota
Kopoyoytavvika. Avakvmtel, emopévwg 1o epwtnua tov Babuov tng aflomoinong tov
EUTTOPIOV TWV XPWOTIKOV a6 Tovg {wypdgovg Tng meptodov. H pedétn avtr avapévetat
VoL AOKOADYEL TV TIOADHOPPIA TWV TEXVIKDV KAl TWV XPWOTIKOV Tov €xovv aftomounOei
Kat VTTOSEIKVDEL EVEEXOUEVWG TIG OLAPOPETIKEG KATNYOPiEG KAANTEXVIKWY EPYAOTNPIWY TNG
nepLOdov.

H avtisnyn yua ™ Aertovpyia twv Bulavtivov kKaAAtexvikwv epyaotnpiowv éxe
EMMNPEAOTEL KVPIWG ATO TIG YPATITEG TINYEG TTOL £xovpe oTn S1dbeomn pag, WiauTépws amd
HECALWVIKT ADOT), KAl a0 TN UEAETT ELKOVOYPAPIKWY OSNYWV 1] YEVIKOTEPA CKEPUIVELDVY»
HETAYEVEOTEPWY, WOTOCO, TEPLOSWV. [TpOKELTAL YA TIAYLEG TIPAKTIKEG TIOV XPTOLUOTIOLODV TV
o€ O\eG TIG TEPLOSOLG Kat 0€ OAEG TIG TIEPLOXEG e ToV idlo Tpomo; ISaitepa, n aglomoinon
TOTUKDV TETPWHATWVY OTIG CUVTAYEG TWV XPWOTIKDY, I0WG VTOONAWVEL TIEPLOOOTEPO [ia
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TAYLAL «TEXVIKI» OTNV TiepLoxn, mapd pio «odnyia» mov akolovBeitan e Péon Evav odnyo.
AMwoTe, n aflomoinon piag «Epunveiag g {wypagkng téxvng» Ba mpoinébete tov
eyypappatiopo twv texvitwv. Hovykprrikn pehétn mngopboypagiag Twvemypap @V KATOLWY
Hvnueiwy, iowg pog Swoet KAToLa oToLKela yLot TO eMiMeSO yypAUATIONOD TV {WwYpaPwy.
O GUVSVAOUOG TWY TANPOPOPLDY, TWV TEXVIKWY (WYpAPIKNG, TOV €00V TWV XPWOTIKDOV
Kat Tov emmédov eyypappatiopol evdexopévwg Ba pag odnynoet oe ovpumepdopata yia
TOV TPOTIO OPYAVWONG KAt AELTOVPYiag SLagopeTkwy TOTWY KAAATEXVIKDOV epyacTnpiwy.
Ipdkertal yia opyavopéva epyacTtrpla mov akoAovBodv GUYKEKPLHEVEG KAl TIO YEVIKEG
odnyieg 1 a&loToL0DY TIPAKTIKEG AVANG TEXVOYVWOLAG, TTOL TIEPVAVE ATTO YEVIA O€ YEVIA;

H Sievpuvon tng mponyodpevng épevvag pe T XPNHON U KATAOTPENTIKOV TEXVIKWV
Oa emrpéyer ™ SamioTwon XpNnong TG MAAETAG KAl TNG OLVAYWYNG ACPANEOTEPWY
OUUTIEPACHATWY YL TIG TTPAKTIKEG 0TO (010 Xwpto (T.X. oL vaoi Tov An-ZTpdtnyov Kat Tov
Ayiov ITavtehenpova otovg Mmovhaptovg) 1 oe TOAD KOVTIVEG TIEPLOXEG SLaypOVIKA 1) Kot
NG XP1oNG o SlapopeTiiég epLloxég TnG voTtioavatolikns Ilehomovvrioov tnv iSta mepimov
XpovoAoyukn mepiodo.
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H EKKAHXJAXTIKH ITOAITIKH
TOY AYTOKPATOPA BAXIAEIOY B’ (976-1025)

Baoiletog Mmpévtag
[Mavermotipo @pipovpyov EABetiag / Aptototéheto Ilavemotiuio @eooakovikng

O Pulavtivog avtokpdtopag Baoilelog B, katd n poakpd tov Paoctheia, aoxolrnOnke
WOlatépwg e Ta eKKANOLAoTIKA Tpaypata. E@dappooe pia véa, avotnpn kat Sikain
€KKANOLAOTIKY TTOALTIKT, TNG OTolag Ta anoteAéopata veiotavrat uéxpt onpepa. H molitikn
Tov Xwpiletal o owTepikr| Kat e§wTepikr).

Q¢ mpog TNV e0wTepLKT), BEANTE va teplopioet tov poro s ExkAnoiag wg avtimolitevong
ot Pactheia TOV, LTTOXPEWVOVTAG TOV OLKOVUEVIKO TaTpLdpxn Avtwvio I oe mapaitnon.
Bpiokopevog oe hokoAn Béon, Aoyw twv otdcewv Tov Bapda ZxAnpov kat Bapda Owkd,
TIPOEPN O€ ONUAVTIKEG TIAPEUPACELG O€ SLOIKNTIKA KAl OLKOVOUKA eKKANolaoTikd Bépata.
Ztoxo eixe Tov TPOOETAPIONO Kal TNV gvbvypapuion g ExkAnoiag pe tnv molitikn
Tov. TavToxpova oTOXEVE Kol 0TV amovopn dikaloovvng, embupwvrag t otabepdtnTa.
E&édwoe 10 988 Neapd e v omoia katapyodaoe Tovg vopovs tov Nikngdpov Owkd, ov
anayopevav t dnpovpyia véwv povaotnplov. IapdAnha katanohéunoe v Stapbopd
Kat Tov mhovtiopd otnv ExkAnoia. I avtd npbe allote oe ovykpovon kat dAlote oe
ovvepyaoia e TOUG OIKOVHEVIKOVG TIATPLAPYES. ApyoTepa, OTav mapatipnoe adikieg kot
ekpetalevoels TG ExkkAnoiag mpog tovg @twyovg édpace pe avotnpotnta. EEédwoe
Neapd tov 996 anayopehovtag 0TOVG UNTPOTOAITEG VA eKHETAANEDOVTAL TIG TIEPLOVTIEG
TWV KOWOTHTWY, TTOV aVAKAV WOvo otnyv kowotnta. Emiong, PAémovrtag tn ShokoAn
OLKOVOLIKT B€01 TwV PTWXWY, ELOTIyaye £vav VEo @Opo, To AAANAEYYvOY, [ia GOPONOYIKY
Siatagn, voxpewvovtag Tovg mAovotovg kat TNy EkkAnoia va minpwvovy tovg @opovg
Twv grwxwv. H EkkAnola avtédpaoe évtova, ald o avtokpdtopag dev vmoxwpnoe.

IStaitepo eviagpépov £dei&e 0 Baoilelog yta Tov povaytopo, kvpiwg ya to Ayto Opog, to
omoio kat evepyétnoe. Me xpvodBovAAa TPog eVioXLOT TWV povaxwy kot dAAeg evepyeoieg
eméTpeye T Snuovpyic TOAAWY HOVAOTNPLOV HE XAPAKTNPLOTIKOTEPO T Movr| Ipripwv.
To guvoikd kAipa mov Snuiovpynoe o Baoilelog enépepe v dvOnon tov povaxiopov kot
TN GVPPON TOAAWY HOVAXWYV, SLAPOPETIKWYV eBVOTHTWY, SNUIOVPYWVTAG VAL OIKOVUEVIKO
HovaoTikd kévtpo. Ot meplocdTtepeg povég tov Ayiov Opovg dpvOnkav tote. Emiong,
€VEPYETNOE TTOANA LOVAOTTpLa 0€ OAN TNV avToKpatopia. QoTdo0, eMéPale OpLa TPOG TOVG
HOVaXOVG WOTE Va [NV KEPpSOOKOTIOVV.

H efwtepikr) ekkAnowaotikn moltikry tov Baotleiov eivar efiocov  onuavtkn.
Xpnowonoinoe v ExkAnoia yua enitevdn moltikv otoxwv, aAlld mapdAnka enéktetve
Kat 0eBAoTnKe TNV Mvevpatikn g vrootaot. Hapdderypa amotelei 0 ekXpLOTIAVIONOG
Twv Pwg. O avtokpdtopag, éxovtag va avtipetwmnioet Tov Bapda dwkd, méTvye cuppoyia
te Toug Pwg, ot omoiol wg avtdAAaypa oTpatiwTikng Pondetag PantioTnrav XpLoTiovoi.
O Baoihelog eméktetve TovV XpLoTiaviopo, Sivovtag oto Owovpevikd Iatplapyeio pia véa
ExxAnoia vnto tn dikatodoaia tov.

Aedtepo e§wTepikod (Tnua HTav n otdon Tov mpog TNy mamiky édpa. Oéhovtag va
Satnprioet Ta cupeépovta tov Bulavtiov otnv votia Itaia, ta omoia Biyovtav and tovg
Teppavotg kat mapdAAnia va amo@byet oAk cOyKpovon e T ADON e@APHOCE [ia TILO
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nrua ekkAnotaotikr Toltikr. IIpoonddnoe dVo @opés, éupeoa, va emPalel mama otny
Papn, xpnowonowwvtag tn Pulavtiviy Sumdwpartia. Ta §0o avtd eyyetprpata dev métvyxav
HAKPOXPOVIOUG OTOXOVG, aAld otapdtnoav Ty embetikotnta Twv Teppavav kat pe
ovpewvia egaopaliotnke n Pulavtiviy kuplapxio otny votia Itahia.

Televtaio kat onpavtikd Oéua frav n idpvon g Apyemokonng Axpidwv. Me tnv
npoadptnon s BovAyapiag, to 1018, 0 Bacilelog Snuovpynaoe pia peydhn kat avegaptn
and 1o Owovpevikd Tatplapyeio apxlemokons ota Baikdvia. Qotdoo, nrav mAnpwg
egaptnuévn and tov idlo kat TNV evioxvoe pe TOAA TPOVOLA HETW TPLWV OLYAAIWY.
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I'TA MIA NEA KPITIKH EKAOXH TOY AOI'OY TOY IQANNH
YXTAYPAKIOY XTON AT1O AHMHTPIO

Anuntprog Nikov
Apiototédeto Ilavemotiuio @ecoakovikng

AT TO TIEPLOPIOEVO TE EKTAOT] GUYYPAPLIKO £PYO TOV YAPTOPUAAKOG TNG UNTPOTIOANG
Oeooalovikng lwdvvn Zravpakiov (SevTepo oo Tov 130v awva), Eexwpilet o ekTevéoTatog
AOoYyog Tov oTov Aylo Anuntplo, mov @épel tov Titho Tod copwtdTov Kai AoyiwTdTov
xapropvdakog Oeooalovikns kvp Twdvvov 100 Zravpaxiov, Adyos ei¢ & aduata 100
pupoppoa peyddov Anuntpiov. O Aoyog exd00nke yo mpwtn Kat povadikn opd to 1940
and tov Aoyto povaxd tng povrg IPrpwv, Iwakeiy, pe Paon tov kdSKA TG HOVHG IOV TO
Staowlet, pe TOANEG, OHWG, TAPAVAYVIDOELS, EAMTIEG KPLTIKO VTIOUVIHO KAt XWPIG LTTOHVIHa
TYWV.

Zmv mopeia G €pevvag evromiotnkav dAAa gikoot §vo xelpdypaga mov Stacwlovv
Tov AOYo, TévTe and Ta omoia auyxpova 1 kat Aiyo petayevéotepa tov IPnpitikov kddika
mov xpnotponodnke otnv €kdoorn. To yeyovog avto amotéleoe agopun va emyelpnOel
véa KpLTik} €k8oon Tov Kelévov, mov Ba AapPdvel VITOYLY TNG OAOVG TOVG KWOSIKEG IOV
Staowlovv Tov Adyo, Ba peketd Tig oxéaelg Toug kat Ba aflohoyei Tig StapopeTikég Ypapég
7oL avtoi tapadidovy, daTe va VIdpEeL 1) KATA TO SUVATOV TTANPECTEPT LOPPT) TOV KELUEVOU.

Ext66 twv (1tnudtwv tTng Xepoypaeng mapadoong kat Tng véag kpttikng ékdoong, Oa
ov{ntnBodv Bépata ov agopobv Tov Bio Tov cLYYpaia, Kupiwg To £Tog BavdTov Tov- Ba
peletnOei ovykpLTika 0 AOYoG 0e oxéon pe dANa Keipeva TG Anpuntpeiov ypappateiag, otny
napadoon g omoiag aviket, eumAovtifovtag v pe dyvwota and aAlod Badpata Tov
ayiov Anuntpiov, kat Oa 6XOAAGTOVV Ol YAWOOIKEG Kal VPOAOYLKEG emAOYEG Tov Twdvvn
Ztavpakiov 6Tov AOyo TOL Kal 6g ox€oT) He Ta dAla Svo ayloAoylkd Tov Keipeva yia ayia
Ocodooia kat TNy ocia Oeodwpa tnv ev Oeocalovikn.

TéNog, Ba TapovotasTody Kat VO AVEKSOTEG TTAPAPPATELG TOL AOYOL IOV Hag owlovTtat:
n Mpwtn o Kwdika Tov 150V atbdva ypappévn oe Aoyt ydwooa, kabwg kat i devtepn,
Snuwdng mapdgpaocn mov ovvébeoe 0 Aapacknvog Ztovditng Tov 160 atbdva kat cwletat
o Té00epa aylopeitika Xelpoypaga. Idiaitepo eviiapépov kal oTig Sv0 TEPIMTWOELS gival,
KATOTILY GUYKPLTIKNG TOUG HEAETNG e TO TPOTLTIO, VA YiVEL KATAVONTOG O TPOTIOG UE TOV
OTIOlOV EPYAOTNKAY Ol TIAPAPPACTEG.
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LATE ROMAN STUCCO DECORATION IN CYPRUS:
NEW EVIDENCE FROM PANAYIOTISSA
IN PARALIMNI-PROTARAS, CYPRUS

Panayiotis Panayides
Department of Antiquities, Cyprus

During earthworks at the chapel of Panayia Panayiotissa in Paralimni-Protaras in 2019,
remains of an Early Byzantine basilica were uncovered. The subsequent discovery of a
unique inscribed stele, dated to the 4th century BC, prompted the Department of Antiqui-
ties, under the supervision of Polina Christofi, to initiate a rescue excavation. This investiga-
tion revealed a rich archaeological site with material evidence spanning from Late Antiqui-
ty through the Medieval period.

In its earliest phases, during the 6th and 7th centuries, the basilica was adorned with a
remarkable ensemble of Late Roman sculptural decoration in stucco. A substantial num-
ber of these elements were recovered, ranging from plain pieces to more elaborate molded
cornices, pilaster capitals, shafts and other architectural features. Although this decorative
technique remains relatively little studied in Cyprus, its popularity is well attested by exca-
vated remains from both religious and secular buildings across the island in Late Antiquity.

The present paper offers a first overview of the basilica’s stucco decoration and situ-
ates this material within its broader architectural and cultural contexts. Preliminary com-
parisons with contemporary monuments will not only illuminate decorative practices and
workshop traditions in Late Antique Cyprus but also underscore the broader significance
of the Panayiotissa basilica for understanding artistic production at the end of Antiquity.
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H ITAPOYZXIA KYITPION KAHPIKON XTH BENETIA
META TON IIOAEMO THX KYIIPOY (1570-71).
H MAPTYPIA TON ITHTON

XpvooParavtng Ianaddapov
Apiototédeto Tlavemotuio O@eooalovikng

Ot tpoo@uyikég poég, mov akolovBovoav Tovg PeveTo-00wpavikovg TOAEHOVS Kat TNV
anAeta ktoewv TG Taknvotdtng 010 AeBavTe KATA TOVG TIPWLHLOVG VEOTEPOVG XPOVOUG,
EXOUV OTAOXOANOEL €MUOTAWEVWG TOVUG peletntég. Ou mpooguyeg katevBuvovtav kot
eykabiotavto eite otn Pevetikn untpomoin kat oto Kpatog g @dalacoag (Stato da Mar)
€iTe Kol eKTOG PeVETIKNG emkpAaTeLag. XapakTnpLOoTIKO TapAadetypa TETOWY HETAKIVI|TEWY
KATd Tov 160 audva amoTEAETAY oL KOTIPLOL TIPOGPLYEG, TTOV, HETA TNV KATAANYT TOL VN|oLoD
and Tovg OBwpavoig To 1570-71, avaykdotnkav va eykataleiyovv 1o vioi tovg. Tote
évag anpoodioplotog aptduog Kumpiwv eykatactadnke otn Bevetia, kabwg emiong kot
o€ Teploxég Tov Pevetikod Kpdtovg g @dlacoag (Stato da Mar). Ocot katéngav otn
Bevertia, mpoondOnoav e kdBe TpdTO va avacuykpoTiioouy T {wr] TOUG GTO VEO KOLVWVIKO
neptPaArov. Na onuetwdel 6TL avtoi aviikav o€ SLAPOPES KOWVWVIKEG KATNYOpPIEG Kol
ONUAVTIKO pONO OTNV ekel TOVG evowpdtwon Stadpapdtioe n eAAnVIK Tapotkia, 1 omoia
SéxOnke TOVG KOTIPLOVG TTPOTPVLYES WG AVATTOGTIATTO KOUUATL TNG. MeTafd Twv mpooguywv
evtomifovtat kot apketoi KVTPLoL KAnptkoi, oL omoiot evtdxOnkav oTovg KOATTOUG TNG
eAMNVviKrg ASed@otnTag Tov Ayiov Nikohdov, tepobpynoav 61o vaod tov Ayiov Fewpyiov Twv
EAfvov kat katagepav va kataldpouv Siagopa afiopata kat 6n avtd tov pntpomolitn
Dhadedgeiac. [TapdAAnia, eKTOG amd Ta ekKANOLAGTIKA TOVG KabnkovTa, evromilovTat va
dpaoTnplomolobvTal Kat 0TOV EUTOPIKO Topéa. QoTO00, dev EAelyay Kal Ol TEPITTWOELS
KuTpiwv KANpikv mov mpootxdnoav evawmov g lepag E&étaong Aoyw twv mpaktikdv
7oL akolovBovoav. ATd TN HEAETN TWV TINYWV ava@vovTal &yvwoTeg TTUXEG TNG (Wi kot
™G Spaong Twv kuTpiwv KANpIKwY ota Spwpeva tng Bevetiag kat alho, Twv omoiwy 1 exel
napovoia dev £Tuvxe NG dé0VOAG TPOTOXNG TWV HEAETNTWV £WG OTHEPQ.
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OVYEIX THX BYZANTINHX KOINQONIAZX TOY 8°Y AIONA
MEZXA AIIO TO NOMO®G®ETIKO EPTO TQN IZAYPON

Katepiva aralayapia
[Mavemotrpo NedmoAig ITagov

H Exloyn amotelei To vopoBeTiko épyo Tov avtokpdatopa Aéovtog I tovToavpov (717-
741) xat Tov cuvavtokpdtopa viov Tov, Kwvotavtivov tov E’ (741-775). Zopgwva mpog
Tov Titho anotelei ekAoyn vouwv anod to Iovotviavelo Sikato, véotn Opwg «EmdiopBwarv»
(L. Burgmann, Ecloga: das Gesetzbuch Leons I1I. und Konstantinos’ V, [Forschungen zur byz-
antinischen Rechtsgeschichte, 10], Frankfurt 1983, 160.6), avaBewpnon, Bektiwon anod tovg
ToTovg kat euhevoePeigToavpoug Bactheis, cOpewva mpog TG «PIAavOpwmeg» memoldnoelg
TOUG,.

Y10 mpooipto NG ExAoyri¢ TANPOQOPOVHACTE WG 1 GLVTAKTIKY EMLTPOT EAafe LTTOYN
TIGTpOoPaATEG VOUoBEeTIKEG TpOTIOTIOWOELG TwV Ioavpwy, IOV OKOTIO TOVG eixay va StamvéeTal
T0 VOpoBETNHA TOVG amd ovvTopia, cagrvela Kat akpifeta, amarlaypévo and Swatalelg
Kat onpeia ov mAéov dev Ba tOyxavav epappoyng pe Ty napodo twv xpovwv. Etol, n
Exdoyn anmyoboe o 180N 0yNpa TwV VEWV QUTOKPATOPWY, KaBws yvotav Tavtdypova o
eKQPAOTHG TwV peTaPardopevwy avTidyewy g PulavTivig kotvwviag onwg egelixOnke
Katd Tov 80 atwva.

Ykomdg TG avakoivwong eival 1 oklaypaenon tng Pulavtiviig Kovwviag kal Tng
OLUTEPOTNTAG TNG, TOV XAPAKTIPA TNG Kat TwV afldy Tov Kuplapxovoay Ge auTry, OTwS
avadeikvbovtal péca and to vopobetikd €pyo twv Ioavpwv. IapakorovBovpe ooy tnv
npoonafeta ovykévtpwong kat Statdmwong Twv Pactkwv vopobetikdv Statdfewv mov
agopovy otny kabnpepv {wr) Tov Pulavtivov molitn, €0TIALOVTAG TIEPLOTOTEPO GTOV
Titho 17, mov mepikAeiet T1g Statd&elg Tov motvikov Stkaiov kat ta Stagopa eidn Moy
(Bapbtepwv 1} NdTEPWV) WG emakorovfo Twv Tpafewv mov Bewpovvtav KoAdoieg TGO
nOkd 600 Kat ToATELAK .

210 epWTNHA KATA TOCO pnopel va Stagavel TO TPOTUTO TOV XPLOTIAVOD TIOALTN Kot
va xapaktnptodel To TPOCWTO TNG Kovwviag Kat TNG I8ewdoVE KOVWVIKIG CUUTEPLPOPAS
KATA TOV 80 auva, T €pyo pag mpoo@épet TAovoto VAKO. To motvikd Sikato oty Exdoys
amnyei TG EVPVTEPEG OLKOVOULKEG, KOLVWVLIKEG Kat TOATIOTIKEG e€elielg mov cuvtelovvTavy
Katd Tov 80 atwva, kabwg péoa and To Keilevo SlagaivovTal OTOLXER TTOV APOPOLYV TIG
OXE0ELG TWV TIOMTWV [E TOV AUTOKPATOPA Kol TIG OXECELG TNG TTOALTEIAG He TNV eKKAnaia.
Tavtoxpova, avadetkvbovtat ot oxéoelg Twv peAwv TG PulavTiviig okoyévetag, o Beopdg
TOV YAHOV, 1] CUUTIEPLPOPEA TOV TIOAITT), 0 pONOG TNG YUVAIKAG 0TIV otkoyEveta kat 1 Béon Tng
ot kowwvia Tov 8ov at. ITapdlo mov oe apkeTég MepmTwoelg 1 StatdTwon Twv Statdlewy
elval ovvortikr, Staypd@etat 0 kKaBoploTikdg pONOG TNG KPATIKNG apXNG TIPOG TNV emitevdn
appoVIKiG ovpPiwong Twv peAwv TngG moAlTeiag aAld Kat TNG XPLOTIAVIKNG OLKOYEVELAG TNG
vmo e&étaon enoxng.
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SPIRITUAL PATRONAGE AND TOLERANCE:
THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
IN MEDIEVAL SCANDINAVIA

Agni Agathi C. Papamichael

University of Birmingham

The present paper aims to assess the ideological and factual reception of Greek Ortho-
dox Christianity in the medieval Scandinavian world, drawing from historiographical, liter-
ary, artistic and archaeological evidence.

The leniency, and even amicability, of the medieval North towards the Orthodox faith
has attracted the attention of various scholars, most notably Sverrir Jakobsson with his pa-
per “The Schism that never was” (2008). Medieval Nordic legislative codes indeed suggest
tolerance towards the practice of Eastern rites, while Orthodox iconography can be traced
in several Late Viking Age and Early Medieval runic monuments and churches (Scheel
2015, 2016; Kallstrom 2016). Several scholars have argued for the role of Byzantium in the
Christianisation of the North (Blondal and Benedikz 1978; Lind 2013), assigning a position
of spiritual patronage to the Empire (Ashman Rowe 2005). Building on this body of research
and employing an interdisciplinary approach, this paper endeavours to further investigate
the practical and literary reception of Greek Orthodoxy within different social strata and
cultural milieus in medieval Scandinavia.

A discussion of the ecclesiastical and foreign policies implemented by kings Haraldr /
hardradi/ Sigurdarson (r. 1046-1066) and Sverrir Sigurdarson (r. 1177/1184-1202) of Nor-
way, based on primary biographical literature, first illustrates how their complex relation-
ship with the Papacy may have affected and been affected by their relations with the Byz-
antine Empire, on the backdrop of the Schism. Expanding on said vernacular, lay literature
and extending to genres dealing with Icelandic family histories and romances, the Greek
Orthodox world can be pinpointed as a starting point for conversion stories and a point of
pilgrimage and resolution for character redemption arcs, being used as a vehicle of valida-
tion and spiritual and political legitimisation for leading characters.

In juxtaposition to this, Saxo Grammaticus’s Latin /Gesta Danorum/ offers a consid-
erably more hostile narrative of the Orthodox world, mirroring trends found in Western
12th-century writings. As a middle ground, the Icelandic Chronicles, written by clergymen
between the 13th and 16th centuries in Old Norse and Latin, lack any outright enmity to-
wards Byzantium and the Orthodoxy despite their heavy Catholic focus, setting the Empire
as a successor of Rome within a chain of /translatio imperii/.

Putting this diverse body of evidence together, this paper strives to identify how the Byz-
antine Empire and Greek Orthodoxy were received by different sociocultural groups in the
medieval North, and what narrative shortcuts they were associated with. Ultimately, the pa-
per aspires to reach a better understanding of the relatively obscure spiritual and political
relations of the Byzantine world with the northernmost extreme of Europe.
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OIAIIIIIOYX EMMANOYHA MEMIIPE (ITAAAIOAOTOX):
AITEIKONIXZH KAI APXEIAKEX MAPTYPIEX

Ndoa ITaramiov
Iotopkog — Epevvitpia

H avaxoivwon avagépetal ota ¢pya kat TG népeg Tov Oilimmov Eppavovnh Meumpé,
Steppnvéwg NG oBwpaviknig Kot GAAWV avaTOAKWV YAwOoWV oTr PeVETOKPATODUEVN
Kompo. ITpokettat yia avigldo Tov yvwotov Kat ToAvoxtdovg diepunvéwg g faAnvotarng
Mixan\ Mepmpé, mov égtace éwg tnv Iepoia aneotahpévog Tov 66yn yla ) Snovpyia
{LaG EVETOTIEPOLKIG PLALag evavtiov Tov ZovAeipdav Tov Meyalompenovg,.

O ®ihmog Eppavounh Mepmpé auypalwtiotnke pali pe dAa LéAn TG otkoyéveldg
Tov 10 1570, otav émece n Aevkwoia otnv ggovoia Twv OBwpavav. Kata tnv mepiodo
™™g atpadlwaoiag Tov oty Kwvotavtivodmoln, wg avtontng HapTupag TG dAwong tng
Aevkwoiag to 1570, ovvétae pa meptypagn g moAtopkiag. To keipevo ovvtaxOnke otny
(taAikr] YAwooa kat ToAd ovvTtopa, dnhadr to 1571, exd0Onke agov petagpdotnke ota
YepPHAVIKA Kat 6Ta ToAwVLKd. OTwg avagépet 0 (810G 0Ty eL0aywyn TG eV AOYw TepLypagns,
vmnpe Sepunvéag g oBwpavikng kar apafikng ydwooag otn Bevetikr Stoiknon Tng
Kompov éwg tnv katdktnorn tng and tovg OBwpavovg. Katdpbwoe va anehevBepwBel
and v axpodwoia kataBarllovrag Atpa kat otn ovvéxela €épbace otn Bavapia, evw
apyodtepa eykataotdOnke otn Bevetia. H Sujynon tov yia tnv molopkia kat mtwon g
Agvkwoiag peTa@paotnke Kat ekd0ONKe amod Ta ITaAKAE 0T YEPUAVIKA, VA akoAovBwg To
(010 £10¢ peTapplotnke ot TOAWVLKE Kot ekdoOnke otny Kpakopia.

Méypt mpoTIVOG, eAdXtoTa 1] Kot 0XedOV dyvwoTa fTav Ta GToLXEla Ta omoia eiyaple 0N
Sdbeon| pag ya ) {wn kat o épyo tov Dikimmov Eppavounh Mepmpé 1) ITalatoddyov,
kaBwg emiong kot yla T ovyyéveld Tov pe Tov MixanA Meumnpé. IIhovoto apxetakd VAIKO
and 1o Kpatikd Apyeio tng Bevetiag, pov yvwotomnoinoe evdiagpépovta kat moAOTIHa
ototyeia ya tov Bio, To épyo kat TV moxn katd Ty onoia £€{noe o Sieppnvéag Oilummog
Eppavoun kat, yevikd, ya Ty napotkia Twv Kvnpiov tpooeidywv otn Bevetia petd v
oBwpavikn kataktnon g Kompov.

[Tépav TovTwY, N apxetaxn épevva e 00NYNOE OTNV AVAKAALYT TNG ATEKOVIONG TOCO
tov Dihimmov Eppavovunih Mepmpé 600 kat tov Oeiov tov Mixanh Mepumnpé oe vao tng
Bevetiag, and Tov XpwoTipa yvwoTod avayevvnolakod {wypdgov.
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«Eyw moAdv ypovov mpooavalwoas T HaTaIOToVig»:
MEI'AX BAXIAEIOZX, O AOI'OXZ ITPOX TOYXE NEOYX
KAI H EAAHNIKH ITAIAEIA

Mapia [TavAov
®eoloykr| ZyoAr) ExkAnoiag Kompov

Eva {fitnpa mov éxet Stxaoet Tovg peletntég tov Adyov Ilpog Tovg Néovg tov M. Baotheiov
agopa v akptPr Tov atdoxevon. ltati ovyypaget o Kanadokng Iatépag to cuykekpiuévo
¢pYO0 Kal O€ TL ATOOKOTIEL 1] TpAYHATEVOT) €VOG TéTOLOV O€patog; [Tapaddwe, n puéxpt Tovde
QMOTIHUNON TOV £pYOV KAAVTITEL €VaL EVPD PACHA ATTOYEWY KAL EPUNVELDV. ZTN [l AKPT| TOV
@aopartog tonoBeteiton i 0€on 611 0 [pog ToUG Néovg amotelel pavigéato ya v adia
TWV €pywV TNG KAAOIKNAG YpapHaTeiag, aTa omoia ot XploTiavol véol kahodvtal evOEppwS
va evipugrioovy. Me ehdxioteg eEaupéaets, n evBovotwdng avtr) TpOCANYN, OV avdyel Tig
anmapyég TG 0tovg OVHavIoTES, £Xel TAEOV TTapaywproeL T1) B€0T) TNG O TILO CLYKPATNUEVEG
kat petplomabeig, eviote kat kabBoka apvnrikég, mpooeyyioel. Eotidlovtag tov @akod
Tovg 0TIG ToAVApBpeg avagopég Tov M. Baotheiov 6Tovg KIvOUVOUG IOV €YKVUOVEL 1)
evaoyoAnon pe tn Ovpabev ypappateia, dev eivat Aiyol ot gVyxpovol peAeTnTég OV GTO
TIPOCWTIO TOV LEPAPXN avTLKPi{ouV Evay TOAEULO Kat apvnTH TwV eEAANVIKWY Aoywv. Tn Béon
autn emteivet n otaon mov viobetel 0 M. Baoidelog évavtt tng eAAnvikng madeiag otnv
Emotols 223, ov anevBuvel otov @ilo tov Evotdbio Zefaoteiag 1o 375. Ztnv ev Adyw
emotoAn] o M. Baoikewog e§opoloyeitat, petald dAAwv, T peTAvold Tov yla Tov Xpovo
7oV, OTwG Slateivetal, §08eye avw@ela KATA TI VEOTNTA TOV 0TI HeAéTn Twv BOpabev
ovyypappatwv. H avakoivwon Oa emiyelprioel va mpooeyyioel Ty Mo TAvVWw avagopd,
Aapavovtag voyn To TEPIKEINEVO Kal TIG oLVONKeEG oVYYpagng TG EmoTods¢ 223, mtuxég
mov dev éxovv Angei emapkwg voyn and tovg pehetntég. Iloot Adyor whovv Tov M.
Baailelo va ovyypéyet Ty ev Adyw emtotoAn; IToteg katnyopieg evavtiov tov mpoonadel
va anodopnoe; Tt polo mailel n eAAnvikn maudeia Tov oe avtd; Onws Ba vootnpixbe,
TO TtePIKeipEVO NG emoTOANG Suvatat va cupPalet otn fabbTepn katavonon tng oTaong
Tov M. Baoiheiov, amodeikvoovtag ot péxpt tédovg o Kammadoxng Iatépag vmrp&e
VOO TNPLKTNAG TNG EANN VKNG TTaudelag.
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FROM THE LINOVAMVAKOI TO THE KROMLIDES:
“CRYPTO-CHRISTIANITY” REAPPRAISED

Aliosha Pittaka Bielenberg
University of California, Berkeley

This paper aims to re-examine the category of “Crypto-Christianity,” of which two key
examples are the Kromlides of Pontus and the Linovamvakoi of Cyprus. After a short review
of the literature (including work by Anthony Bryer, Richard Dawkins, Nikos Milioris, Pas-
chalis Kitromilides and Yannis Tzedopoulos), I present archival oral history sources from
the Centre for Asia Minor Studies, complemented with material evidence from the Monas-
tery of Imera in Kromni, to draw out the key components of the phenomenon of the Kro-
mlides. I juxtapose this example with other ethnographic, historical and material evidence
from the area of Potamia, Cyprus, focusing especially on so-called “shared religious sites”
such as the cave chapel of Agios Sozomenos and Agioi Saranta / Kirklar Tekke. I suggest that
these case studies are mutually illuminating: more work has been done to situate the Krom-
lides with respect to their Ottoman sociopolitical context, while more attention in the case
of Linovamvakoi has been paid to the forms of syncretism observed near their places of res-
idence. With both these examples in mind, I draw on comparative and theoretical perspec-
tives from other examples in religious studies (e.g. Japan and South Asia) where scholars
have observed what they variously term “crypto-Christianity” and/or “religious syncretism.

Returning to the cases at hand in the Eastern Mediterranean, I am particularly concerned
with the various connotations of the prefix “crypto-” (hidden, secret, mysterious, etc.). In
particular, I wish to question the tendency to assume a “sincere” form of religious expression
that is “concealed” due to exterior sociopolitical circumstances. At the same time, I do not
wish to reduce the religious phenomena observed in the examples of the Linovamvakoi and
the Kromlides to a mere performance of ritual or collective identity. Instead, I draw on the-
oretical work by Adam Seligman et al. to offer a different perspective on “crypto-Christian-
ity” that attempts to take seriously “ritual and its consequences,” that is to say, the work that
sites of religious practice do to stabilise and make visible alternative forms of religious iden-
tification. I conclude by offering a perspective on what this means, concretely, for the exam-
ple of the Linovamvakoi of Cyprus, suggesting —counter to both older Cyprological schol-
arship and more recent work in anthropology and political science— that the Linovamvakoi
should be taken seriously as an exemplary case of Ottoman religion.
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H ITANATTA XAPANTAXKAAIQTIXXA
MAPA®OKAMIIOY 2AMOY:
EIKONOTPA®IKH KAI TEXNOTPOIIIKH ANAAYXH
THX ZOT'PAOIKHYE TOY MNHMEIOY

Awovvoiog IToArtémovAog
EBviko Kamodiotpraxod Iavemotipio Abnvav

To vaiidpto tng [Mavayiag g ZapavtackahwTiooag Ppioketat otny eicodo onnAaiov,
nov Ppioketar oe xapddpa tov Opovg Képkn 010 voTiodutikd TUApa TnG Zdpov, o€
VYOUETPO TEPITOL TPLAKOTIWV elkool HETpwWY, Bopela TG meploxng Tov Mapabokapmov.
Eivat agiepopévo oto Tevéatov tng Oeotokov kat eoptalet oTig 8 ZemtepuPpiov.

To pvnpeio Sev éxet epevvnBei cuoTnpatikd. Ydpxovv eAdyLoTe OTIOPASIKEG AVaPOpPEg
mov e§avtAodvtal, oTNV KAAVTEPN TEPIMTWOT), O€ Wiot A GUVOTITIKY] TIEPLYpPAPT] KAl
KUpIwG OTNV TavTIon 1} Un Tov onnAaiov omov Ppioketat pe avtod tov ITvBayopa. To idlo
ovpPaiver pe v cuvtpmtiky mAgoyneio tTwv Bulavtivav ko petafulavtivoy vamy g
apov, kabwg TV épevva £XeL LOVOTWANOEL, HEXPL TWPA, KVPIWG TO KAtk TG mapeABov.
H Iavayia Zapavtackahiwtiooa eEetaletar otnv ev e€eliget Sidaktopikii pov StatpiPr pe
Béua «YorepoPulavtivi ko petafulavtivi uvnuetaxi (wypagikh T¢ AvTikic Xdpov».

To eowTeptkd TOV vaold Ba mpémel va NTaV KATAYPAPO, OMWG CLUTEPAivVETAL ATIO
10 MAN00¢ Twv omapayldtwy Tov owlovTal KAT& TOTOVG O€ KAk KATAoTAomn. XTnv
avatepn {wvn NG KOYXNG Tov Lepod Pripatog ametkovifetar o Xptotog évBpovog avdpeoa
oty Havayia ka tov Iwdavvn tov Ipddpopo. Ztnv katwtepn (v, ekatépwbev Tng
@wtoBupidag, anekoviovTat TEcoEPLG NUICWHOL CUANEITOVPYOVVTEG LEPAPXES. ZTO HETWTIO
Tov avatoAkov Toixov vmnpxe {wypagikn oe Tpelg {wveg, ot omoieg Staywpilovral pe
kepapudi Tarvieg. Zdletal o€ KaKr KATAOTAOT AMOOTACHATIKA Hovo o Evayyehiopog mov
katohapBaver Ty peoaia fwvn.

Zmv Kapdpa Kat Toug Toixovug Tov vaol avamtbooovtav téooepls {wveg. Ot dvo
avaotepeg dev owlovtal, amd TN pecaia Stakpivovtal eEAGXIOTA ATOOTIAOHATA Ao TOV
ELKOVOYPAPIKO KUKAO Tov AkaBiotov buvov otn Popeta TAeVPd, Kal ad TNV KATWTEPN
oTopadIkd OTIAPAyHATA HOPPWDY GTOV VOTIO Toixo. Ao TN {wypagikr mov Ba koopovoe
Tov SuTiko ToixX0, SuoTuxWG dev Stakpivetal TAoV TimoTa.

O {wypapog axolovbei éva kabBlepwpévo elkovoypaikod Tpoypapua, e Lovn ekaipeon
Vv TomoBétnon tng Aénong otnv KOYXN Tov Lepol Pripatog, katt mov dev ovvnbiletal,
Xwpic Opwg va eivat e€atpetikd omavio.

Me Baon ta oTapdypata Twv LEepapXwy oTov NkvAvdpo ¢ ayidag, tov Evayyeiiopon
0TO HETWTIO TOL AvATOALKOV ToiXoV, TOL kUKAoL Tov AkaBioTov Yuvov Kat TG Hovadikng
owlopevng kePalng ayiov otov vOTIo ToiXo KabioTatal TPOPAVEG TWG O AVWVLOG
{wypagog eivat &plotog yvwatng Tov oxediov. Ot TTLXEG TwWV EVOVHATWY AVTLOTOLKOVY TNV
avatopio Twv oTIRapwV CWUATWY. ZTa KTipta kat ota Povva poonadel va arodwoet Tnv
aioOnomn TG TPoOoNTIKNG. AOVAEVEL TIG HOPPEG TOV (e TaxLTNTA Kat otyovptd. Ta mAacipotda
Tov eivat kahodovhepéva. Ta PAéppata eival évrova kat SeloduTikd. Xe avolKTOXpwua
KAOTAVA COAPKWUATO AVATITUOOEL QW TIOHATA BEPING WX PAG KAl CWATEG, TPOTEYHEVEG AEVKEG
Yibiée. To xpwpatoddyld tov eivat looppomnuévo kat kahaiocdnto, dnuovpywvtag éva
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APHOVIKO OVVOAO XWpiG kpavyaléeg evTaoels. Ta xapakTnpLoTikKd auTd annxovy TiG TAOELS
G makatoAdyetag {wypaikn kat viodnAwvouy enppoés g Kpnrikng Zxohng. EXAeiyet
emypagng kat pe faon ta avwtépw N {wypaiki Tov pvnueiov va umopei eveeXopEvws va
xpovoloynOei Tov 160 alwva, Kat iowg 6To dedTEPO (IO TOV.
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TA MOYZXIKA XEIPOI'PA®A
THX MHTPOIIOAITIKHX ITEPI®EPEIAY ITA®OY:
NEA ITPOKYIITONTA XTOIXEIA
AITIO THN ANAAYTIKH KATAAOT'OTPA®HXH TOYX

2apPag Ipaotitng
Apiototédeto Tlavemotiuio @ecoakovikng

Ka&be véa épevva koleital va amovtioel 0 KATOLL EPWTNMHATA TIOV TAPAHEVOLY
avanavtnta 1 adtevkpiviota. Koadeitat va @épet 010 gwg kat va avadeifel otoiyeia kat
\emTOEPELEG AYVWOTEG OTNY eMIOTNHOVIKY KowvoTnTa. Kat kabe epevvntrg, oto Eekivipa
™G epeLVNTIKNG Tov Tpoomadelag, o@eilel va evtomioel auTd Ta KEVA GTNV épevva, va
Katoypdyel Ta ayvwota 1 ta adlevkpiviota onueia, ovTwg wote Katd t Sdpketa Tng
¢pevvdg Tov va ipooTadnoet va Bpet Tig anavtioelg mov {nta.

O Ttopéag Twv povotkohoyikwv epevvwy otny Kumpo anotelovoe ev moAloig éva khado
ToL JeV eiye KEVTPIOEL TO EVOLAQEPOV TNG EMUOTIHOVIKNG KOLVOTNTAG, TOVAAYLOTOV HEXPL TA
televtaio xpovia. Ot andmelpeg yla SnHOCIEVOT KATAAOYWY TWV HOVOIKWYV XELPOYPAPWY
¢ KVmpov ftav anoonaopatikés, v SV amoTeAovoay KApTo apLtyols HOVOLKOAOYIKNG
gpevvag, £XoVTag WG amoTENETUA Ta GTOLXELA TTOV SNHOCLEVOVTAY Va NTaY, TTOAAEG QOPES,
eite e\, eite AavBaopéva. Exovtag 110n oAokAnNpwoel ToOV avalvTikd Katdloyo Twv
HOVOLKWY Xelpoypdwy TngG lepag Movrig kat Tov Movoeiov Kbkkov, mpoxwprioape otnv
ynelomoinon (6owv dev eixav Ndn ynelomondei) kal oTNY avakvTikr KataAoyoypaenon
TWV HOLOLKWV XELPOYPAPWV TNG HNTPOTOMTIKNG Tepipépetag ITagov, dnhadn ota
Xelpoypaga g Mntponddews Iagov, mov guAdccovtal ato Bulavtivd Movaoeio g
untpomorews atnv Iepooknmov, tng Iepag Movrg Iavayiag Xpuooppoyldtiooag Kat tng
Iepdg Movr|g Ayiov Neogutov. Avuti 1 tpoomdBetd pag eixe oav amotéleopa va oulheyel
£VAG OPKETA ONUAVTIKOG OYKOG VALKOV, O OTOI0G Kal KATAPTIOTNKE Og €vav TOHO, TIOL
Bpioketar vo ékSoom.

Méoa ano tnv epyacia mov ekmovrnke, oe ovvepyacia pe tov kaBnyntn Iwdvvn
Atdxo kat tov k. Aavin\ TToyatlf, mpoékvuyay apketd oToleia, Ta omoia PéxpL OTLYUNS
fTav dyvwota oTny emotnuovikn épevva. Ta oTotxeion avtd QwTilovy apkeTég apaveig
HEXPL OTUEPA TITVXEG, PEPVOVV OTO PWG TPOOWTA, Ypageis kwdikwy, KTHTopeS, dwpnTéc,
pelomotovg, tekunpla ov pag Ponbodv va avacvvBéoovpe Ta YN@eSWTO TNG KLTPLAKIG
YoATiKnG Tapadoong. AvTtd eival Kol HEPIKA amd Ta TOANA TPOKVTTOVTA OQENN TG
avaluTikng katahoyoypdenong, mov Ba avaderyBodv kat péoa and v mapovoiact| Hag.
2T0X0G TNG ECNYNOTG Hag Eival va TTAPOVCLACOVE Ta VEX OTOLXELQ TTOV TPOEKVYAY HETA
TNV OAOKANpWOT TNG YNPLOTOINONG Kat TNG AVAAVTIKNG KATAAOYOYPAPNONG TWV HOVOIKWY
Xelpoypaewy, n topbwon kdmolwv ec@alpévwy otolxeiwy, oe TapdAAnAn tavTion pe v
1n6n vapyovoa PipAoypagia, evw Ba amotoAproovpe kat pia adpopepny Tapovaoiaot yia
TIG TIPOEKTAOELG TNG EPELVAG O OLEMOTNHOVIKO eTtinedo.
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CHRISTIANISING EARLY BYZANTINE THESSALONICA:
A GRADUAL PROCESS THROUGH MARTYR TRADITIONS
AND PUBLIC CONSTRUCTIONS

Konstantinos Raptis
Ephorate of Antiquities of Thessaloniki

Based on archaeological evidence regarding the Early Byzantine ecclesiastical architec-
ture and the monumental topography of Thessalonica, as well as relative references in Byz-
antine primary sources, this paper attempts to detect the Christianisation process of the city
from the 4th until the 6th century.

Notwithstanding its apostolic origin, the Thessalonian Christian community and there-
fore the local Episcopacy during the early period after the Diocletianic persecutions, grew
and gradually strengthened based mainly on the cult of its numerous local martyrs, which
began immediately after the proclamation of the freedom on religious beliefs in 313, with
the acts of archbishop Alexander, during the period of Constantine I, and was further en-
couraged by the religious policy of the emperor Theodosius, who was baptised in Thessa-
lonica by bishop Ascholius, and, by issuing the Edict of Thessalonica in 380 CE, imposed
Orthodox Christianity as the official state religion of the Roman Empire. However, later
sources refer to a large non-Christian community in Thessalonica during the late 5th-early
6th century, the members of which, according to an oral tradition that survived until the 9th
century, were performing in public the pagan cult at the insula sacra of the city, where the
temples of the ancient cult were concentrated, before they were baptised en masse by Arch-
bishop Andreas (490-513) during the reign of Anastasius I.

Thus, the question that arises concerns the rate of Christianisation of Thessalonica
during the two centuries from the period of Constantine I in the early 4th century, until that
of Anastasius I at the turn of the 6th century, and how this is traced in the monumental to-
pography of the city.

The present contribution presents and interprets the archaeological evidence of the
Christian presence in the city, traces the Christianisation process of the city through the
martyr traditions and public constructions, and examines the gradual expansion of its
Christian urban landmarks.
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ANALYTICAL DIAGNOSIS AND STRATIGRAPHIC MAPPING OF
AN 18TH-CENTURY PANAGIA ELEOUSA ICON FROM KYKKOS:
CONSIDERATIONS ON PAINTING INTERVENTIONS AND
THEIR PRESERVATION

Soodabeh Sajadi, Christos Karis, Pengxiao Hao,
Andreas Manoli, Stelios Perdikis and Nikolas Bakirtzis

The Cyprus Institute
“Archangelos” Cultural Foundation, Holy Monastery of Kykkos

Sacred icon paintings embody dual value as works of art and objects of worship and thus
hold major significance for both worshippers and art historians. This multifaceted and im-
portant role in society triggered preservation actions throughout their history. Complex lay-
ers of the historical interventions by iconographers or priests complicate current contempo-
rary approaches by conservators in terms of practical and ethical considerations.

This study focuses on an icon known as Panagia Eleousa of Kykkos undergoing resto-
ration at the Kykkos Conservation Laboratory. The restoration process was challenged by
intricate layers of prior modifications and was paused for a detailed examination to provide
the critical insights enabling the conservator to decide the appropriate material selection
(e.g. cleansing solvents), restoration techniques and extent of intervention. Using non-in-
vasive and non-destructive analytical techniques, including multispectral imaging to reveal
subsurface features and overpainting, X-ray fluorescence (XRF) to identify elemental com-
position of pigments and digital microscopy to examine surface stratigraphy and material
textures, this research aims to map the icon’s layered preservation history and to consider
the possible reasoning for specific interventions. The resulting dataset can be utilised to im-
prove the outcome of the current conservation interventions focusing on minimising dam-
age to the historical layers and balancing the icon’s aesthetic restoration with the preserva-
tion of its historical composite materiality.
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H IIOAITIXTIKH ANA®OPA THX KYITPOY
XTHN KONXTANTINOYIIOAH MEXA AIIO
TA MOYZXIKA XEIPOI'PA®A THX MONHX KYKKOY

Ayyelog Xé@kag
Apiototéheto Ilavemotiuio Oecoalovikng

H Yokt Téxvn amotelel avamdomacTto KOPUATL TNG TOMTIOTIKNAG Otadpopr|s
TWV EAANVIKOV GUAWV amtd TN OTLYUr TTOV AOTIACTNKAY TN XPLOTIAVIKY THOTH HEXPL Kot
onuepa. Kowod onpeio avagopds dAwv twv katd Tomovg mapadocewy, Opws, vinpée n
Kovotavtivodmohn kat ovykekpipéva n Meydhn EkkAnoia, tng omoiag n emppon otn
SLapdpPwaon TNG EKKANCLAOTIKNG HOVOIKNG eivat adtapiopritnTn. Enopévwg, n Konpog dev
Ba pmopovoe va Staglhyel TOL YEVIKOU KAVOVA KALYLO AVTOV TOVAOYO Ta 0Ttovdaia LOVAoTIKA
Kévtpa TG emyeipnoav va Staguldéovv ) pakpaiwvn povotkrn mtapddoon g AvatoAikng
OpB680&ng ExkAnoiog otig PtpAodrkes Toug. Eva tétoto mapadetypa mov emfBePatwvet Tnv
yatkn oxéon KwvotavtivovnoAng kat Kompov eivar i Iepd Movr) Kokkov. Xkomodg tng
napovoag perétng eival va katadeifet épmpakta avth T oxéon péoa and Ty e&étaon Twv
dekamévTe Kal TAEOV Xelpoypdewy Kwdikwy TNG HOVNG OV XpovoloyobvTal TPty amod Tov
190 atdva, kaBdg kat va avadeiet T onpacia mov gixav Kat £X0vV oL KUTIPLAKEG LOVAOTIKEG
KovoTNTES yia TN Stdowon kat Stadoon tng Yahtikng Texvng and tov Meoaiwva €wg kot

oTfjuepa.
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REDISCOVERING THE MUSLU CAVUS MOSQUE
(CHURCH OF SAINT GEORGE) IN EPISKOPI

Barbara Stivarou and Konrad Waniewski

University of Cyprus
Jagiellonian University

Originally constructed as the Church of Saint George, most likely during the period of
Venetian rule in Cyprus, the building was converted into a mosque in the Ottoman era. A
record from 1649 documenting a donation of two silver coins to the mosque in Episko-
pi may represent the earliest reference to an Islamic place of worship in the village. While
sources from the Ottoman era, such as the travel account of Ali Bey el Abbassi, document
ruined churches with preserved frescoes in Episkopi, they tend to overlook any mention of
a mosque. Its presence, however, is well documented during the British occupation, with
the earliest known reference to the Muslu Cavus Mosque appearing in Evkaf records from
1882. At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, the mosque underwent major reconstruc-
tion, acquiring its present architectural form. Of the original church, only part of the nave
has been preserved to this day.

Inside the building, an extensive cycle of wall paintings was uncovered beneath layers
of plaster during restoration works carried out by the Department of Antiquities between
1988 and 1993. These murals represent high artistic quality and were presumably executed
in the late 15th or early 16th century. Iconographic and stylistic similarities between these
paintings and the decorations of other Cypriot churches from the same period support the
proposed dating. Some motifs within the Episkopi mural program can be seen as the result
of the interaction between Western and Cypriot art. This is exemplified by the depiction of
the Resurrection, which follows a Western iconographic tradition, as well as the perspec-
tive rendering of the buildings in the background of some scenes from the cycle of the Mir-
acles of Christ. Finally, the characteristic ornamentation of painted arcades featuring figures
of saints beneath them finds parallels in the murals of churches such as Saint Sozomenos in
Galata and Saint Andronikos in Tersefanou.

Despite its significance, the Muslu Cavus Mosque (Church of Saint George) in Episkopi,
along with its mural decoration, has hardly been mentioned in the literature and still lacks
a monographic approach. The main aim of this paper is to analyse the building’s history by
establishing an approximate date for the church’s construction and the moment of its con-
version into a mosque, as well as to provide a thorough analysis of the style and iconography
of the murals preserved within.
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ITPQIMA AXKHTHPIA THX KYITPOY.
YYNEXEIEY KAI AXYNEXEIEX

Avdpéag PovAag
Ynovpyeio ITawdeiag, ABAnTiopnod kat Neolaiag Kdnpov

H napovoiaotnvKonpo twv ayiwv IAapiwvog (ep. 291-371) ke Emgaviov Kwvotavtiag
(mep. 310-403) kat n avau@iPoln mvevpatikr Tovg aktivoPolia eival dedopéva ta omoia
Stadpapdtioav kaboplotikd polo, oty edpaiwon g véag miotng kat ot Stadoorn Tov
EPTILTIKOV KAl TOV KOLVOPBLAKOV [LOVALGHOV GTO VNOi.

v napovaiaon avtr Ba avapepBolpe EVOEIKTIKA 0TIV ApITEKTOVIKT Kol {wypagikn
acknmnpiwy, evd mapdAnha Ba pag amacyolnoel to {fTnua NG TpooTasiag TwWV
evaioOnTwv avtwv pvnueiwv.

O xwpog omov eykataotddnke kot acknreye o aywog IAapiwv oty Emoxonn tng
[Tagov, avagépetat 1N and tov dyto Iepdvupo (347-420). Aiyo apydtepa o matpldpxng
Kwvotavtivovmodews dylog Tevvadiog (458-471) denoe tnv Tehevtaia Tov TVor oTnVv
TEPLOXN auTH YdyvovTag yla To omnAato 6mov povace o Ihapiwv. To aokntipto avtod
SVOTUXWDG «avakavioTnKe» e Kakd TPOTO Kat TeEAKd Tapapopewdnke and Katoikovg Tov
yettovikov xwptob. Katd mapopolo tpomo 1o ackntipto twv ayiwv Aegavdpov, Xapitwvog
kat Emgaviov otnv Afvhov tn¢ ITagov kataotpagnke oxedov e§olokAiipov anod epyaoieg
«AVAKALVIOTG» TWV XWPLKWY TIOV YIVOVTOUOAY |LE EKOKAPEQ.

>t Apoboeta 1o Aagevtd omnAato Tov At Apméln anotelel pua evdiagépovoa mepintwon,
a@ov To TOAVOTEPO TIPOKELTAL YL £Va TIPOXPLOTIAVIKO OTNAALO, TO 0T0i0 OXETI(OTAV pe
Bovkohwkr| Aatpeia. To omiAato, To omoio avagépetal yla Tpwtn @opd To 1923 amnd tov
Stakekptuévo @LAOAoyo Iwavvn Zvkovtpn, kataAn@bnke oe dyvwoTn emoxr anod aoknTh,
o0 omoiog Md&evoe €va keli ota mhayta. To aoknThplo orjpepa, av kat knpvxOnke mpooeata
o€ pvnueio mivaka B, e§axolovBei va kivduvedel dpeoa, Aoyw tov 6TL PpiokeTtat péoa oe éva
O TIKO Tepdyto/Aatopeio.

Ztnv kapdid Tov Akdpa Bpioketat o cOyXpovog vaodg, To aoKNTAPLO KAl TO ayiaoua
Tov ayiov Kovova. Aimla and tov povoxwpo vaioko vmdpxet onnAawdng xwpog, o
OTIOI0G AVAPEPETAL WG TO AOKNTAPLO TOL ayiov kat ovvdedTav Takaldtepa (e ToV vao.
Ta apyatoloytkd oot eia avepwVovV TN HaKPOXpOVIa XpHion Tov, evd 0 kabaplopog, n
npooTacia kat 1 oTepéwor) Tov kabiotatat avaykaia.

Ta aoknmipa twv ayiwv Tipwvog kot BapvdPa otn Baca Kotkaviov, knpuypéva
pvnueia mivaka B kat emavaypnotpomompuévor apxaiol pwuaikoi TAPoL, amotelovv
HEPOG TNG HAKPALWVNG XPLOTIAVIKNG TTapddoong TG opetviig Aepecol, av Kat LtdyovTat
EKKANOLAOTIKA 0T UNTpomoAn ITagov. TIpdogata n eKKANOLACTIKY EMUTPOT TIPOXWPNOE
0€ EKTETAPEVEG KAl TIAPAVOLEG eMEUPATELS, AANOLOVOVTAG PI{IKA TOV XOPAKTPa TOVG.

v katexopevn Kapmaoia otnv meptoxr Appovpt, téooepa Xthopetpa fopetodutika
™G Hovig Tov Amootolov AvSpéa, evtomiotnke AafevTOg TPOXPLOTIAVIKOG TAPOG TOV
ETOVAYPTOLHOTIOMONKE WG ATKNTHPLO KAl PEPEL EYXAPAKTOVG OTAVPOVS KAl EMLypaer,
XPOVOAOYOUEVA ONA 0TIV TTAAALOXPLOTIAVIKT| TiEPI080. (UG €K TOVTOV TEKUNPLWVETAL TAEOV
{e OXeTIKT PePALOTNTA N EYKATACTACT AOKNTWYV GTNV EVPUTEPT) TIEPLOXT| KAl O CVOXETIOHOG
TOUG UE TIG amapXEG TNG Aao@LAovG yla OAOVG TOVG KVTIPIOVG HovhG Tov ATooTtoAov Avopéa.
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To kAipa OpnokoAnyiag mov éxel evoknyet otnv Kompo ta tedevtaia xpovia améxet ToAD
ard T Vot BpnoKeVTIKOTITA TWV TTPOYOVWY HAG, OLOTIOL0L YL TOGOVG awveg StagOAaay
pvnpueia kot tapadooets. Eivat o§bpwpo, aldd duvotuxwg aknbivo, 0Tt Ta gvaiodnta avtd
Hvnueia ovxva vgpiotavtat @Oopég amd Tovg i8lovg TOVG TETOVE 1) KAl TIG EKKANOLACTIKEG
apxec, ot omoiot amod vrepfarlovta (iAo, mpoPaivovv oe avBaipeTeg Kal U avacTpéVipeg
enepPaoets, odnywvrtag Tehtkd otnv alloiwon 1) kat 6Ty kataotpo@r| Tovs. H datpnon
AQUTWV TV pvnueiwv anautel oefacpo, eEelSIKEVUEVEG YVIDOELS KAt OXL ETTONALEG EVEPYELEG
TIOV VTTOVOUEVOLVY KAl TEAIKE KATAGTPEPOLY TNV LOTOPIKT| Kt apXatoAoyikr} Tovg aia.
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THE AGRICULTURAL HINTERLAND OF PROVINCIA
PALESTINA COASTAL CITIES AT LATE ANTIQUITY
(5TH TO EARLY 7TH CENTURIES CE): ESTATES AND FARMS

Daniel Varga

Israel Antiquities Authorities

In this presentation, I will briefly describe the phenomenon of agricultural estates in the
hinterland of the main cities of the southern coastal plain of the Land of Israel during the
Late Classical era. I will also review the most prominent of the many estates uncovered in ar-
chaeological excavations conducted in this area in recent decades. The main focus will be on
the large estates discovered around Ashkelon, the region’s primary city, from where most of
the famous region’s wine produced in the area was exported throughout the Byzantine Em-
pire, even reaching Constantinople.

Some of the estates uncovered around Ashkelon were so large and complex that it was
difficult to distinguish them from small villages, as will be described in the case of the site
uncovered in Sderot, some 10 kilometres from Ashkelon. These estates formed a rich and
complex economic system that included large-scale agricultural production for self-con-
sumption, the production of storage vessels for trade, the provision of road services for pil-
grims and merchants, as well as participation in trade itself as intermediaries between the
eastern regions of Provincia Palestina, the Arabian Region and the coastal cities’ ports.

Most of these estates had one or more wine presses, an olive press, pottery kilns (main-
ly for producing wine jars), storage buildings and other industrial installations. Some of the
estates even had a capella or a small church.

Thus, the large estates and rural settlements were the last stops on the regional and
multi-regional trade routes to the Mediterranean coastal cities, and from there to the wid-
er Late Roman and Byzantine empires. Most of these estates ceased to exist in the mid-7th
century, following the Arab conquest of the province and the severing of the ties with the
Byzantine world.
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BYZANTINA MOAYBAOBOYAAA AIIO ANAXKA®EX
YXTHN ITEPIOXH THX XQZOIIOAHZX (BOYATAPIA)

MavteAng Xapalapumakng
EBviko Apxatohoyiko Ivotitovto kaw Movoeio, Bovkyapikr Axadnpia Emotnuaov

O T16m0G €VPEONG APXALOAOYIKWY AVTIKEWWEVWY amokTa Wiaitepn onpaocia, OTav avtd
TIPOEPXOVTAL OO AVAOKAPEG Kol VITApXeL SuvatotnTa LeAéTng Tov TepIBAANOVTOG Kat TwV
ovvOnNKOVY kdTw and TG onoieg evanotédnkav. H Bovlyapia amotelei e€aipetn nepintwon
otav mpokertat yia fulavtivd polvpdoBovia mpoepxOpeEva and avackapés, TAKTIKEG T
owoTikés. Katd tn Sidpreta cwotikwv avackagwv oty tonobecia Todika TnG mePLOXNS
Mavoput, votia g Zwlomolng, 1o 0épog tov 2020, 1 epevvnTikn opdada avakdvye
Ta gpeima evog —kabwg Seixvouvv Ta gvpriaTa— AYVWOTOL WG TOTE LOVAOTNPLAKOD
ovykpotipatog g Meoofulavtiviig emoxns. Molovott Sev pmopei va Tavtiotel pe
ac@aleta e tn povi Tov Zwtrpog Xptotov oto ITavopyt 1 kamoto aAAo and Ta povaotrpla
TIOV AVAPEPOVTAL O UETAYEVEOTEPEG YPATITEG TINYEG, VTTAPXOLV eVSEIEelG TwG amoTelovoe
ONUAVTIKO Teptpepetakod ipupa mov Statnpobdoe enagég pe tnv KovotavtivodmoAn.

Extog and mAnBog kepapikng vopopdtwv kat Sta@dpwv epyaleiwv kat dAAwv
HETAAMK®OVY aVTIKELEVWY, Bpednkav kat ¢€L BulavTiva polvBdopovAda mov xpovoloyovvTat
o€ SLaPopeTIKEG EMOXEG: amod Ta TEAN Tov J0v £wg kat Tov 120 awwva. H pikpr) amoéotaon
peta&d Twv evpnudTV ALTWVY Héca 0TOV iSLo EVPUTEPO TOpEA TNG AVATKAPTG, TO YEYOVOG
OTL KaAOTITOVY peydAn Xpovikn mepiodo, kabBwg kat aAla gvprjpata mov SnAwvovy Tnv
vrapén PiPAodnkng 1 kat e8IKOV XWPOL TAPAYWYNG XELPOYPAPWV Sepévwy 0 TOHOVG,
evdexopévwg anotelovv evdeifelg mwg To povaoTtipt kpatovoe apxeio aiinloypagpiag,
e Ta poAvPSoBovAla va Swatnpovvrtal pali pe ta €yypaga ta onola cuvodevav. Ta
toAvPdopfovAihamponAbayv and évay untpomolitn Aaodikeiag, Evav Emapyo, évav fovAlwT,
SV0 LEAN EMPAVIDY OLKOYEVELWY, EK TWV OTIOLWYV £VAG HAYLOTPOG KAl EVOG HEYOG OLKOVOOG.
Ta vrd egétaon poAvpdofovAla épxovtat va mpooteBovv ota mepimov 40 yvwoTtd kat
Snpootevpéva, mov HON Pavépwvay T OTEVH OXEOT] AVANESH OTNV TPWTELOVOA KAl TO
ONUAVTIKO QUTO TIEPLPEPELAKO EKKATOLAOTIKO KEVTPO. EmtmAéov oTotyeia mov katadetkvoouy
TNV LOTOPIKN OTOLSAUOTNTA TWV TPOTPATA avakaAv@BévTwy polvBdoBovAlwy eival n
nowAia otV WOTNTA TwV anootoAéwv NG aAAnloypagiag, kabwg Kal 1 TPOCWTIKA —
OLKOYEVELAKT] OXEOT EVOG €€ QUTWV (LE TNV EVPUTEPN TEPLOXT| TNG Zw{OTOANG.
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AITNQXETOX XPIZTIANIKOX XQPOX AATPEIAX
YXTHN ATAANTZIA. 2YMBOAH XTH MEAETH TOY
XPIXTIANIZMOY I'YPQ AIIO TH AEYKQXIA

Xprotodoviog Xatl{nxptotodovlov kat . Owpds Kwotn

[ToAttiotikd Tdpvpa Tpané{ng Kompov
AveEdptnrog Epevvntig — Apxatohoyog

O xwpog Twv Aatopeiwv 010 Zkaki Ayhavt{idg anotéleoe yla aidves TOMO e§0pLENG
Hatakov wpoABov, o omoiog xpnotpomotiBnke oty otkodoUnon LW TIKWY kot SNUOcLWVY
KTnpiwy, 0Tn Aevkwoia, ota yopw Xwptd kat allov. H tpoonabeia eE6pving tov mwpoibov
te Tn xprion Stdpopwv epyaleiwv amotvnwdnke ota Ppdxia agrvovrtag avefitnia onuadia.
IMapdaAnAa dnpovpyndnkav onnAata, pkpov i peyalov peyéBoug, ta omoia anotéhecav
Katotkieg avhpwnwyv kat mrnvwv. EEaipetikod evdiagpépov mapovotalet 0Tt €xel amopeivel
and xWPO XPLOTIAVIKNAG AATPEiag —AYVWOTO OTNV €PEVVA— [E ELKOVIOTIKO TOLXOYPAPIKO
Staxoopo oty empaveta Aagevpévov Ppaxov, votia Tov vaov tng Iavayiag, Simha akptPwg
ano v «ZmnAwd g Hamipagy.

H tomkn mapadoon Oéhet 6TL 0 xpog avtog anotéhece To Aikvo NG dnpovpyiag
TOL OWKIopoV NG AyAavt(ldg. YmoBétovpe OTL i0wG 0 XWPOG AMOTENETE APXIKA KATOLO
aoknTapto aglepwiévo otny Iavayia, To dvopa tng onoiag Statnprdnke otn wvnun Twv
KATOIKWYV, OV £€KTLOAY 0TI CUVEXELA VAO.

H omlawdng xpotiavikr mapovoia ot Agvkwoia kal Ty yopw TEPLOXT TNG
paptupeital pe to omnAato Twv Ayiwv OHOAOYNTOV OTNV OHWVLHN €vopia, TO oTNAaLo
7oL VTIPXe KovTA oTov Aylo Kaoolavo kat oto onolo Ppédnke o kpdvog Tov, 1 Laptupia
TOL Xpovikoypdgov Aegovtiov Mayalpd yia tov acknt &yto Aopnidn mov {ovoe otov
Agvkopatn kat o omoiog Stéowoe TV Kapa Tov ayiov Tpiguldiov emokomov Aedpwv
(Andpag), 6tav ot Zapaknvoi mpoomadnoav va kdyovv Tto Aeiyavo Tov, ot oTNALEG-
Aartopeia yopw and v Ayia ITapaokevr] otn Aevkwoia, OOV XPNOLLOTOLOVVTAV KAl WG
olkieg, To VOYelo aylaopa Tov vaov tng Havayiag Xpvoeheovoag otov Ztpofolro kat Ta
ommAata 6Tov Ppdxo oL eival KTIGHEVOG 0 VaOG TOL Ayiov AopeTiov, GTIV OLWVVLN Evopia.
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NON-INVASIVE ANALYSIS OF CYPRIOT COMPOSIT ICONS:
PRELIMINARY FINDINGS

Dorota Zaprzalska

Jagiellonian University

This paper presents preliminary findings from the research grant “Non-Invasive Analysis
of Cypriot Composite Icons” awarded by the National Science Centre, Poland (2024/53/N/
HS2/01549). It focuses on a unique category of icons — icons consisting of two separate pan-
els joined by inserting one into the other. This unusual category of icons-within-icons was
first described by Panayotis L. Vocotopoulos, who proposed for them the term “composite
icons”. Cypriot icons of this type are numerous, featuring characteristics not found in com-
posite icons from other regions.

The project complements traditional art history methods by focusing on the non-in-
vasive study of Cypriot composite icons. The analysis, conducted by the Andreas Pittas
Art Characterisation Laboratories (APAC Labs) of the Cyprus Institute, integrates vari-
ous digital imaging and spectroscopic techniques, including ultraviolet fluorescence imag-
ing (UVEF), infrared reflected (IR) and infrared false colour image processing (IRFC), in-
frared reflectography (IRR), reflectance transformation imaging (RTI), X-ray radiography
(XRR), X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy (XRF), and Fourier transform infrared spectrosco-
py (FTIR).

By treating each composite icon as a case study, this approach provides insights into the
materials, techniques, modifications and restorations of these icons over time. It enhances
our understanding of their unusual form, the methods of panel insertion and their intend-
ed purpose and use.
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THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE BYZANTINE INSULAR RURAL
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS (AND AGROECOSYSTEMS) IN THE
EARLY MIDDLE AGES (ca. 600-900): THE CASES OF SICILY,
CYPRUS AND CRETE

Luca Zavagno
Bilkent University

This paper aims to offer an overview of the rural surveys conducted on some large is-
lands of the Byzantine Empire (Sicily, Cyprus and Crete) and re-assesses the traditional his-
toriographical interpretation of the fate of insular agricultural settlement patterns, ecosys-
tems and population as well as agroecosystems in the passage from Late Antiquity to the
Early Middle Ages (i.e. between the late 6th to the late 9th centuries). Indeed, one cannot
simply take for granted that at the time under scrutiny, Sicily, Crete and Cyprus were over-
whelmed by Arab incursions, hitting the central and Eastern Mediterranean and turning is-
lands into a no man’s land, severing commercial and shipping routes, bringing to an end any
economic, social and cultural form of life in the countryside, causing massive depopulation
and abandonment of prosperous Late Antique rural sites in favour of hastily built and forti-
fied (often seasonal) hilltop settlements.

In fact, a comparative approach will be adopted based on the archaeology and mate-
rial culture yielded by excavations at sites like Philosophiana, Contrada Castro and Roc-
chicella Mineo in Sicily, Pseira and Mochlos in Crete, and Kophinou in Cyprus (the latter
paired with surveys of rural churches in the Troodos and the peninsula of Karpasia). Such
an approach should allow us to fully grasp the responses of landowners and peasants to
the changing environmental and anthropogenic conditions as the Byzantine empire experi-
enced the transition from an economically unified “mare nostrum” to the fragmented me-
dieval Mediterranean. This was reflected by a change of emphasis in agricultural regimes,
market responses and landscape use (the latter too often simply explained in terms of aban-
donment of Roman villas and retreat to small villages), also partially stemming from the
transformation of the political, military and fiscal-administrative structures of an “empire
that would not die”

76



FROM HIGHLANDS TO HARBOURS:
TOPOGRAPHY, CONNECTIVITY AND CULTURAL
CONTINUITIES ACROSS THE ANATOLIAN HIGHLANDS
AND THE BYZANTINE MEDITERRANEAN

Nihan Zorlu Basel and Ayse Merve Cilingir

Istanbul Technical University

This paper examines how the dramatic mountainous landscapes of Anatolia shaped en-
during patterns of connectivity between the highland interior and the Mediterranean world
during and after the Byzantine period. Focusing on the steep terrains, narrow passes and
isolated basins that characterise both the northern and southern upland zones of Anato-
lia, the study highlights the role of topography not merely as environmental context but as
a structuring force that defined how people moved, settled, built and maintained connec-
tions across vast distances.

Despite their ruggedness and relative inaccessibility, these highland regions were not pe-
ripheral. On the contrary, they played a key role in connecting inland Anatolia to the broad-
er Byzantine Mediterranean, serving as corridors for trade, pilgrimage, military logistics
and spiritual retreat. Natural passages facilitated the movement of goods and ideas, while
settlements strategically positioned along these routes developed complex architectural re-
sponses to their environments, including fortified outposts, rural monastic complexes and
enduring sacred landmarks.

The study connects two ongoing archaeological and architectural fieldworks conduct-
ed in two distinct yet topographically and conceptually interconnected upland regions: the
Black Sea and the Mediterranean. Although geographically separated, these zones share
a common spatial logic shaped by dramatic peaks and valleys, environmental constraints
and long-standing mobility systems. Material evidence, including architectural remains and
changing landscapes, reflects participation in a broader imperial and interregional context.
The significance of topographic differences shares characteristics that relate to trade/pil-
grimage routes.

This paper is the result of a collaborative effort between two PhD researchers, whose in-
dividual projects intersect through a shared interest in highland landscapes and their Med-
iterranean linkages. Together, they argue for a re-evaluation of Anatolia’s mountainous in-
terior—not as a backdrop to imperial history, but as an active and connective terrain. By
emphasising how these landscapes structured human activity and sustained cultural mem-
ory, the study contributes to a broader understanding of how the Byzantine world was held
together across elevation, empire and sea.
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Session:
ECHOES / DIGITAL HUMANITIES
IN BYZANTINE AND MEDIEVAL STUDIES
ECHOES / O YHOIAKEY ANOPQIIIXTIKEX EITIXTHMEX
2TIX BYZANTINEXY KAI MEXAIQONIKEY YIIOYAEX

MATERIAL AND DIGITAL APPROACHES TO MONASTIC
REMAINS: REASSESSING SOURP MAGAR MONASTERY
IN THE KYRENIA MOUNTAINS

Mehmetcan Soyluoglu, Rahaf Orabi, Sturt Manning and Nikolas Bakirtzis

The Cyprus Institute
Cornell University

The Kyrenia Mountains form one of the most distinctive monastic landscapes of Cyprus,
marked by major foundations from the Byzantine era and the Late Middle Ages. Within
this landscape, Sourp Magar Monastery stands out as a significant yet under-studied monu-
ment, whose history has long been only mentioned and very briefly discussed based on lim-
ited textual evidence and site reports. Beyond its fragmentary textual record, it represents a
crucial case of post-Byzantine monastic investment, embedding Coptic and Armenian tra-
ditions within the island’s broader ecclesiastical history. Recent restoration initiatives sup-
ported by the EU and UNDP (2019) have drawn renewed attention to the site and provide
the context for a more materially grounded reassessment. This paper integrates dendroar-
chaeological analysis with digital documentation to reconstruct the building phases and
chronology of the monastery and to re-situate its development within the wider Cypriot
monastic landscape.

Digital mapping and dendroarchaeological survey provided the means to distinguish
between the early Coptic foundations of the monastery and its later Armenian phases. The
creation of a coherent digital model allowed construction sequences to be reconsidered and
revealed how repair, reuse and expansion shaped the monastery through centuries. In this
way, the architectural record was connected to broader questions of cultural identity and
continuity, moving beyond speculative textual hypotheses toward a materially grounded
history of the monastic complex.

The digital model created in this project not only contributes to current research but also
provides a foundation for future investigations. It establishes the basis for developing a digi-
tal twin of the monastery, enabling the dispersed material culture, now scattered across dif-
ferent countries, to be virtually reunited with the architectural context. In this way, hypothe-
ses that were set during this presented study can be tested within a more holistic framework
in the future by collaborative approaches and more integrated interpretations. In conclu-
sion, the paper demonstrates how digital documentation and dendroarchaeological anal-
ysis together can clarify the foundation and later development of Sourp Magar Monastery,
by situating the monastery within the wider Cypriot monastic landscape and offering new
grounds for future research potentials in the field.
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DIGITAL APPROACHES TO THE TROODOS
PAINTED CHURCHES: THE PILOT CASE OF
AGIOS IOANNIS LAMPADISTIS CHURCH

Anastasia Tsagka and Marina Faka
The Cyprus Institute

In 1985, the World Heritage Committee inscribed the site “Painted Churches in the
Troodos Region” of the Republic of Cyprus on the UNESCO World Heritage List. The latter
included nine Byzantine and post-Byzantine churches to which a tenth church was added in
2001. The Cyprus Institute’s APAC Labs has been pursuing the study of these precious mon-
uments through a wide array of non-destructive digital methodologies coupled with more
traditional art and architecture historical studies. Image- and Range-based techniques were
used to document all the morphological features of the buildings with the goal to under-
stand their humble architecture. For the exploitation and visualisation of the extensive data-
base by the scientific community and the public at large, a Web portal comprised of reliable
and efficient technology-ready tools has been developed.

Specifically, the 3D documentation of the painted churches of the Troodos region has
opened new pathways for understanding, preserving and communicating the cultural sig-
nificance of these Byzantine monuments. Building upon the outcomes of the digital sur-
vey, a pilot case was developed for the Monastery of Agios Ioannis Lampadistis, integrat-
ing a three-dimensional representation of the monument with critical information derived
from its architectural, historical and conservation analysis. The aim was to create a compre-
hensive 3D Information Model capable of supporting a wide range of specialists, facilitat-
ing interdisciplinary collaboration and enabling more informed decision-making in heri-
tage management.

To this end, Heritage Building Information Modelling (HBIM) was employed, to pro-
vide a structured 3D representation of the building assets, linked to datasets containing in-
formation on construction techniques, architectural morphology, materials analysis, phases
of intervention and documented conservation actions. The resulting HBIM model captures
both the tangible and intangible dimensions of the monument, incorporating multidisci-
plinary studies and external resources related to the monument’s cultural context.

Hosted on a collaborative digital platform, the model allows researchers from diverse
disciplines to access, explore and interpret the monument interactively. This encourages di-
alogue between technology and the humanities and supports the development of shared
knowledge across fields.
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KNOWLEDGE CONSTRUCTION AND ITS FORMAL SEMANTIC
REPRESENTATION IN A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY CONTEXT:
THE NATIVITY 17TH-CENTURY ICON FROM DERYNIA, CYPRUS

Sorin Hermon, Valentina Vassallo and Christina Kakkoura

The Cyprus Institute
“Saint Epiphanios” Cultural Academy

Contributors:
Raphael Moreau, Luca Lucchetti, Rahaf Orabi, Ropertos Georgiou, Svetlana
Gasanova, Mehmetcan Soyluoglu, Nikolas Bakirtzis and Christina Kakkoura

The talk will present both the conceptual and the implementation aspects of an integrat-
ed approach to the investigation of a painted artwork, framed with the semantic-aware her-
itage digital twin concept and its related knowledge graph and interrogable through a 3D
scientific visualisation of the artwork. The use-case is a 17th-century ecclesiastical icon from
Cyprus, studied by means of 3D documentation and related scientific visualisation, analyt-
ical investigations based on spectroscopy, technical imaging and dendroarchaeology meth-
ods and described from an art historical perspective. Data deriving from each domain was
aligned in a common knowledge graph and semantically described within the recently de-
fined ontological framework of the Heritage Digital Twin.
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ONTOLOGIES OF DEVOTION:
STRUCTURING THE CULT OF SAINTS IN CYPRUS

Christina Kakkoura
“Saint Epiphanios” Cultural Academy

The paper outlines a novel approach to the interdisciplinary study of the cult of saints in
Cyprus through the creation and application of an ontological model. Drawing on ongoing
research initiated at the Cyprus Institute, the project aims to develop a digital tool that fa-
cilitates the systematic organisation, representation and analysis of the rich yet fragmented
body of material, textual and conceptual data related to Cypriot Hagiology.

The ontology, based on the CIDOC Conceptual Reference Model (CRM) and its ex-
tensions, offers a formal semantic structure for the study of saint veneration, allowing da-
ta from various fields —archaeology, history, theology, hagiography, art, folk and cultural
studies— to be integrated into a unified framework. This method marks the first attempt to
represent the phenomenon of the cult of saints in Cyprus through ontology and highlights
its value as both a research tool and a means of promoting accessibility and sustainability in
cultural heritage studies.

The case study of Saint Barnabas is used to demonstrate how this ontological structure
can model complex relationships between saints, their cults, relics, liturgical texts, visu-
al representations and social practices. The ontology defines key entities and relationships
such as the saint, the cult, associated rituals and events, physical and conceptual objects, and
their temporal and spatial dimensions. It incorporates textual evidence, including hagiog-
raphical writings like the Encomium on Saint Barnabas, as well as material evidence such as
relics, churches and inscriptions to illustrate the development and continuity of the saint’s
cult.

The long-term vision of the project is to support the creation of a digital library or knowl-
edge base that will allow scholars, cultural heritage professionals and the broader public to
explore and connect the saints of Cyprus and their veneration practices. The ontology also
offers a foundation for future applications in education, digital tourism and the broader dig-
ital humanities. The project calls for interdisciplinary collaboration to further develop this
model and potentially expand it into a dedicated extension, such as a CRMcult, tailored spe-
cifically to the study of religious devotion.
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3D DIGITAL DOCUMENTATION
OF THE SHATBY NECROPOLIS IN ALEXANDRIA

Athanasios Koutoupas and Rahaf Orabi
The Cyprus Institute

This paper presents the advanced 3D digital documentation of the Shatby Necropolis
in Alexandria, one of the earliest and most significant burial grounds of the Hellenistic pe-
riod in Egypt. The study demonstrates how cutting-edge scanning, imaging and model-
ling technologies can be employed to achieve a precise and comprehensive record of the
site’s architectural and archaeological features. By integrating a range of digital tools, includ-
ing high-resolution 3D laser scanning, photogrammetry and structured light scanning, the
project ensures the capture of accurate spatial and morphological data that can be used for
both scholarly research and heritage management.

The main objective of this work is to safeguard the necropolis through the creation of de-
tailed digital replicas that can serve as a permanent archive. These digital surrogates not only
facilitate in-depth archaeological analysis of the tombs, architectural elements and decora-
tive features but also provide accessible platforms for virtual exploration and public engage-
ment. In this way, the project bridges conservation, research and education, offering new
opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration.

Beyond its immediate documentation goals, the project highlights the broader value of
3D datasets in addressing contemporary challenges. As Alexandria’s coastal environment is
increasingly exposed to risks associated with sea-level rise, flooding and other climate-re-
lated impacts, the high-precision models generated here can serve as essential baselines for
monitoring environmental change and potential deterioration of the site over time. By link-
ing cultural heritage documentation with climate response strategies, the study underscores
the need for heritage resilience as part of wider sustainability agendas.

Ultimately, this paper argues that advanced digital documentation should not be regard-
ed merely as a technical exercise but as a vital tool in the long-term preservation and inter-
pretation of endangered heritage. In the case of the Shatby Necropolis, it demonstrates how
digital technologies can transform our capacity to safeguard and reimagine the cultural leg-
acy of Alexandria within a rapidly changing world.
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DEVELOPING MULTIMODAL DIGITAL LIBRARIES
FOR BYZANTINE AND MEDIEVAL HERITAGE
IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Avgoustinos Avgousti and Nikolas Bakirtzis
The Cyprus Institute

This paper draws on the interdisciplinary dialogue between research software engineering and
the digital humanities on the transformative role of multimodal digital libraries in the documenta-
tion, preservation and dissemination of cultural heritage, with a particular focus on material from
the Byzantine and Medieval periods in the Eastern Mediterranean. The tangible and intangible
heritage of the Byzantine and Medieval periods in Cyprus is of critical significance for the cultural
identity of local communities as it connects them with their past. The fact that key aspects of these
cultural and religious traditions are still alive highlights the central role of cultural heritage as a pil-
lar of social cohesion. Monuments, artifacts, texts and folklore preserve the stories, values, customs
and traditions of bygone generations thus creating the necessary lore linking the past with the pres-
ent. Nonetheless this precious heritage is fragile and at risk from an array of threats such as neglect,
development, tourism, war conflict and the effects of climate change.

Advances in research software engineering in digital humanities have introduced powerful and
transformative tools to ensure the protection, accessibility and long-term preservation of cultur-
al heritage. These technologies do more than document and preserve; they open new possibili-
ties for interpretation, storytelling and dissemination, creating meaningful and engaging connec-
tions between our past and our present. The evolution of web-based, multimodal digital platforms
and systems has revolutionised how cultural heritage is documented, visualised and shared. Unlike
traditional methods, such as archives or static records, modern digital technology creates dynam-
ic, interactive spaces where cultural heritage can be explored, studied and experienced by anyone,
anywhere, in real time. Moreover, these innovative platforms are able to address the complexity of
cultural heritage and in particular adjust to the specifics of different periods and phenomena. As
such, they offer tremendous research and dissemination tools for the study and protection of Byz-
antine and medieval heritage in Cyprus and the broader region.

An array of multimodal digital libraries developed by the APAC Labs of the Science and Tech-
nology in Archaeology and Culture Research Centre (STARC) at The Cyprus Institute provide ex-
amples of how web-based solutions can transform the ways we document, preserve and dissemi-
nate the remnants of the Byzantine and medieval past. Drawing on interdisciplinary research work,
these platforms address different themes and material ranging from monasteries and ecclesiasti-
cal monuments, archaeological sites, fortifications, coins and sigillographic material, wall-paint-
ings and inscriptions.

These Open Access platforms integrate interactive tools, including high-resolution images, 3D
models, georeferenced maps, semantic metadata and dynamic visualisations, all accessible direct-
ly through a Web browser. While printed/traditional publications continue to hold enduring value,
the contemporary era demands a digital-first approach. Instead of limiting cultural information to
static archives or printed media, they apply advanced Research Software Engineering (RSE) prin-
ciples to develop dynamic, interoperable and user-focused digital ecosystems that promote accessi-
bility, collaborative engagement and sustainable preservation.
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INTERDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES ON SETTLEMENT,
ENVIRONMENT AND MEMORY IN THE XEROS RIVER VALLEY,
CYPRUS, FROM THE BYZANTINE ERA TO TODAY
AIEIII>THMONIKEYX IIPOXEITIYEIX >THN OIKIXTIKH,

TO IIEPIBAAAON KAI TH MNHMH XTHN KOIAAAA TOY EEPOY
(KYIIPOX) AIIO TH BYZANTINH IIEPIOAO QXY XHMEPA

INTRODUCING BYZANTINE-MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY
IN THE XEROS RIVER VALLEY, LARNAKA DISTRICT, CYPRUS:
AIMS, APPROACHES AND RESULTS

Athanasios Vionis, Giorgos Papantoniou and Doria Nicolaou

University of Cyprus
Trinity College Dublin

This paper comprises an introduction to the archaeology of the Xeros River valley (Lar-
naka District) in the Byzantine and Medieval periods, by presenting the aims, approaches
and results of the Settled and Sacred Landscapes of Cyprus (SeSaLaC) archaeological proj-
ect. The research area (2,500 hectares) comprises a largely unexplored landscape character-
ised by a continuous series of hills crossed by the Xeros River, situated within the “landward
buffer” of the island. This strategic location, near major road networks and between import-
ant ancient urban centres, provides an ideal setting to investigate long-term settlement pat-
terns in the countryside, landscape transformation and human-environment interactions
from prehistory to today.

SeSaLaC is divided into three distinct phases. The first was the systematic, multi-period
archaeological surface survey in the region, directed by Athanasios Vionis, Giorgos Papan-
toniou and Doria Nicolaou in 2014-2020, having employed an informed and rigorous meth-
odology, including systematic fieldwalking along zones/transects of 150 metres in width at
150 metre-intervals, followed by finer gridding of identified archaeological sites. The sec-
ond involved GIS analyses, geoarchaeological investigation of the riverbank, geophysical
prospection at selected archaeological sites, remote sensing and the analytical study of ce-
ramics, as well as the outreach activity “Community Archaeology”, in collaboration with the
Research Programme Unlocking the Sacred Landscapes of Cyprus (UnSaLa-CY), funded by
the Research and Innovation Foundation in 2020-2023 and coordinated by Giorgos Papan-
toniou and Athanasios Vionis. The third phase, initiated in 2024 and directed by Athanasios
Vionis with Doria Nicolaou, aims at excavating sites of special interest, that is, (a) the site of
Agios Herakleios in Kophinou, an Early Byzantine basilica with later phases of restructuring
and use, with an associated cemetery and other remains of the 6th-16th centuries, and (b)
the site of Limnes in Menogeia, an Early Byzantine ceramic workshop, producing all types
of domestic pottery from the late 4th to the early 8th centuries.

Preliminary results from our ongoing archaeological work in the valley reveal a com-
plex settlement history characterised by significant transformations in settlement organ-
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isation and economy. The Early Byzantine era (4th-mid 7th centuries CE) is marked by
an impressive boom in rural settlement activity and economic expansion, exemplified by
the large agro-town of Kophinou-Panagia, which functioned as a regional secondary cen-
tre with intensive agricultural production. Transitioning into the Byzantine Early Middle
Ages (7th-10th centuries), the archaeological survey documents a dispersal and fragmenta-
tion of previously nucleated settlements. The Xeros valley itself appears seasonally exploited
for agriculture, possibly reflecting adaptive strategies and socio-political changes during the
so-called “Dark Ages Cold Period” The continuity of ceramic traditions and the (limited)
presence of imported wares demonstrate ongoing connectivity despite regional challenges.
The interdisciplinary SeSaLaC project in the Xeros valley offers valuable insights into the
boom-and-bust settlement cycles, economic resilience and landscape transformations in
Cyprus during a period marked by global and regional upheavals. It highlights the dynamic
interplay between environmental factors, economic strategies and ecclesiastical influence in
shaping rural settlement and land use throughout the Byzantine and Medieval eras.
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EXCAVATING IN THE XEROS VALLEY:
CULT, BURIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION FROM
THE EARLY BYZANTINE ERA TO THE LATE MIDDLE AGES

Doria Nicolaou and Athanasios Vionis
University of Cyprus

This paper presents the preliminary results of the SeSaLaC excavations in the Xeros val-
ley, a collaborative project between the Archaeological Research Unit of the University of
Cyprus and the Department of Antiquities of the Republic of Cyprus, initiated in 2024 at
the site Agios Herakleios in Kophinou, followed by the site of Limnes in Menogeia in 2025.

Directed by Athanasios Vionis and Doria Nicolaou, the excavations at Agios Herakleios
aim to investigate the architectural remains and chronological phases of the ruined chapel
of the saint, also known as the “Martyrion” and its relationship with other significant struc-
tures identified through prior geophysical prospection. The site lies on the northwest edge
of alarge rural settlement of the 6th-7th centuries CE at Kophinou-Panagia. Preliminary re-
sults at Agios Herakleios confirm that the visible chapel ruins represent the latest phase of
a larger church, likely an Early Byzantine basilica dating to the late 6th or early 7th century.
Excavations revealed that the narthex served a long-term funerary function. A semi-circu-
lar hearth structure was also identified, suggesting varied site usage, potentially including a
small establishment in the Late Middle Ages. Additionally, the excavations unearthed an or-
ganised cemetery spanning from the 6th to the 16th centuries CE, marking an exceptional
case of diachronic burial practice in rural Byzantine Cyprus.

The site’s uniqueness lies in its continuous occupation and multifunctional use (residen-
tial, cultic and funerary) over a millennium, bridging an archaeological gap related to Cy-
prus’s so-called Byzantine “Dark Ages” (8th-10th centuries CE). The proximity of a sizeable
rural settlement and textual references to a local bishopric underscore the church’s role as a
regional central place, integrating religious, economic and administrative functions in the
countryside.

Meanwhile, a test-trench was opened in 2025 at Limnes in nearby Menogeia to explore
an Early Byzantine ceramic workshop (late 4th-early 8th centuries) identified in 2017 during
the SeSaLaC archaeological survey, through the dense concentration of overfired pottery
and wasters. The first excavation season unearthed important evidence that confirms the
existence of an organised workshop, producing nearly all types of domestic ceramic vessels.
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RIVER AND SOCIETY IN BYZANTINE CYPRUS:
THE CASE OF THE RIVER “XEROS”

Pantelitsa Mylona
Department of Antiquities, Cyprus

This paper presents geoarchaeological work in the Xeros River valley, initiated in 2020 to
inform and better understand settlement and other human activities diachronically, based
on the results of the Settled and Sacred Landscapes of Cyprus (SeSaLaC) intensive archaeo-
logical field survey in the valley (2014-2020). The geoarchaeological project represents a sig-
nificant interdisciplinary effort to reconstruct the palacoenvironment and landscape evolu-
tion of this region in Cyprus, spanning the period from early prehistory to today, while this
presentation focuses on the Byzantine and Medieval eras.

The study involved field observations, detailed sedimentological analyses of six carefully
selected river profiles along the Xeros River and its tributaries, employing a suite of labora-
tory techniques including granulometry, X-ray fluorescence (XRF), magnetic susceptibility
measurements and granulometry, which allow the understanding of alluvial formation and
the river dynamic. Radiocarbon dating of alluvial paleosols was also undertaken to provide
a secure chronological framework for the sedimentary sequences, with one key sample from
the Alaminos tributary dating to approximately 747-762 CE. Preliminary results indicate
the presence of fine sediment layers with high magnetic susceptibility and manganese con-
tent, which together suggest periods of regular water flow and flooding events. These find-
ings point to relatively stable and humid climatic conditions with consistent rainfall during
the early medieval phase, contradicting hypotheses of widespread landscape abandonment
in the valley during this time.

The environmental stability implied by the sediment data suggests that the riverbanks
and adjacent lands remained suitable for agricultural exploitation, supporting archaeologi-
cal evidence for continuous human activity. This geoarchaeological approach complements
ceramic analyses from the Xeros valley, which reveal a dispersed but ongoing human pres-
ence in the Byzantine Early Middle Ages. The integration of sedimentary data with archaeo-
logical findings provides a nuanced perspective on land use strategies, indicating that while
population density may have declined and settlements dispersed compared to the Late An-
tique boom, human occupation and agricultural exploitation persisted in the valley.
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TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT
RELATIONS FROM THE BYZANTINE PERIOD
TO THE LATE MIDDLE AGES IN CYPRUS:
PRELIMINARY STUDIES FROM THE XEROS VALLEY

Maria Rousou
Malcolm H. Wiener Laboratory for Archaeological Sciences, ASCSA

The study of human-environment relationships and their evolution is crucial for un-
derstanding the dynamic interactions between human societies and the environment. It
provides insights into resilience, adaptation and sustainability in response to both natural
and human-induced pressures. By examining these long-term interactions, we gain valuable
context for historical interpretation and contemporary environmental challenges.

This research focuses on the palaecoenvironment of Cyprus from the Early Byzantine era
to the Late Middle Ages, a transformative period marked by significant climatic, political
and socio-economic changes. The systematic exploration of the Xeros valley offers a unique
opportunity to study the long-term dynamics between humans and the environment in Cy-
prus. This paper presents preliminary archaeobotanical results from geological core sam-
pling conducted at various sites identified and surveyed by the SeSaLaC project in the valley,
as well as systematic sampling at the site of Agios Herakleios in Kophinou,currently under
excavation. The results help us reconstruct the environment surrounding the site and pro-
vide insights into the groups utilising plant resources. Additionally, preliminary findings in-
dicate the introduction of new plant species during the Roman period, which later became
significant components of the Cypriot economy.

This contribution also addresses methodological considerations for field research, par-
ticularly in sampling for palaeoenvironmental studies. By integrating archaeobotanical da-
ta from earlier periods, this study enhances our understanding of the long-term evolution
of Cyprus’s palaecoenvironment, highlights major research gaps and raises new questions for
future archaeobotanical investigations.
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“ABANDONMENT DOESN’T MEAN LOST FOREVER”:
CULTURAL HERITAGE, MEMORIAL HEALING
AND ARCHAEOLOGY FOR WELLBEING
IN THE XEROS RIVER VALLEY

Giorgos Papantoniou, Francesco Ripanti and Athanasios Vionis

Trinity College Dublin
University of Birmingham
University of Cyprus

The centrality of the “un-central” landscape of Xeros River valley in Antiquity and its
present abandonment are imprinted on collective memory and on the archaeological and
modern landscapes. Abandoned Turkish-Cypriot settlements after the 1974 Turkish in-
vasion and the division of the island, Christian and Muslim religious monuments, aban-
doned military bunkers on the hilltops around Kophinou from the period of inter-commu-
nal strife, the medieval tower and the Ottoman watermill of Alaminos, stone bridges of the
British Colonial period, abandoned beehives and other exceptional examples of traditional
culture on the island comprise landmarks of this collective memory in the landscape of the
valley today. At the same time, the presence and coexistence of these monuments in the Xe-
ros valley in the 21st century reflect timeless and current phenomena: prosperity and sym-
biosis, displacement, immigration and human suffering, creation of national and religious
identities, violent contestation, destruction of sacred sites and secular buildings, and aban-
donment.

The Unlocking the Sacred Landscapes of Cyprus (UnSaLa-CY) project combines field ar-
chaeology with Digital Humanities, Ethnography, Psychology, Cultural Heritage Manage-
ment, and Public and Community Archaeology, projecting the memory and historical iden-
tity of the communities of the Xeros throughout the ages. Focusing on two sites of sacred
character, one related to the Greek-Cypriot Orthodox community (i.e. a medieval church
dedicated to the Virgin) and the other to the Turkish-Cypriot Muslim community (i.e. a
20th-century cemetery) in the valley, this paper demonstrates how cultural heritage studies
can contribute to healing this sense of abandonment and negative collective memory that
characterise this landscape today.

On the other hand, research on archaeology and wellbeing has shown consistent and
promising results in recent years. Archaeology-Based Wellbeing Interventions (AWTIs) ex-
plore how engagement with the past can make a difference to wellbeing, producing out-
comes such as socialisation, happiness and self-esteem. AWIs aim to achieve a wellbeing
impact on the participants by engaging them with a variety of programmes based on archae-
ology, including excavations, walks in the historic landscape, photographic sessions and
other craft workshops.

Thus, in this contribution, we also reflect on the different forms and dynamics of inter-
action in AWTIs and how they can contribute to mental health and promote inclusiveness,
equality, connection and cohesion. The analysis is based on the quantitative and qualitative
data collected during the programme ‘ApxatoAoywkd’ delivered in the Xeros Valley between
October and December 2023, within the framework of research project “Linking Commu-
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nity Archaeology and Wellbeing in the Mediterranean” (LOGGIA). Funded by the Europe-
an Union as Marie Sktodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellowship, LOGGIA has worked with
local communities and vulnerable groups on programmes based on this historic landscape
and assessed how archaeology practices can contribute to community wellbeing. The proj-
ect also features a digital follow-up: a reconstruction of the medieval tower of Alaminos in
the Xeros within the popular video game Minecraft. This Minecraft world was the focus of
a series of outreach activities with adults and schools carried out in October 2024 in the Xe-
ros valley and in Nicosia.
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